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Teaching Studies of Society and 
	 Environment in the Primary School

Discussion starters

Mr Jones in the class next door says that inquiry approaches waste 
time. The process is not worth it when the knowledge can be achieved 
by simply reading the answers in the textbook. What do you think? 

Why don’t you?

1	 Plan two lessons on the same topic. In one lesson set up 
the learning in an inquiry approach. In the other use an 
expository approach. What are the pluses and minuses of each 
approach? 

PLUS MINUS

Inquiry approach

Expository approach 

2	 There are many teaching strategies described in this chapter. 
Choose just one approach and prepare an activity based on it. 

Major references
Gilbert, R. (2004b). Studying Society and Environment. A Guide for Teachers (3rd edn) South Melbourne: Thomson Social Science Press.

Godinho, S. & Wilson, J. (2004). Strategic Planning. In J. Moss et al. Invitations and Inspirations. Carlton South: Curriculum Corporation.

Marsh, C. (2005). Teaching Studies of Society and Environment (4th edn). Frenchs Forest: Pearson. 

Taba, H., Durkin, M.C., Fraenkel, J.R. & McNaughton, A.H. (1971). A Teacher’s Handbook to Elementary Social Studies: An Inductive Approach 
(2nd edn). Reading: MA: Addison-Wesley.

Students will be thinking reflectively on all phases of inquiry using KWIRL—What do I know? What do 
I want to know? How will I investigate? How will I report my inquiry? How will I assess what I have learnt?

Students will be self directed by feeling the confidence to take alternate pathways.
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