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Dictionary of  
Proverbs
Fifth Edition 
Edited by Jennifer Speake  
This unique and authoritative dictionary contains over 1,100 
of the most widely used proverbs in English and includes 
numerous new entries. With an emphasis on examples of 
usage, including the earliest written evidence of its use, this 
guide provides a thorough history for every entry. Arranged 
in A-Z format and with a useful thematic index, Dictionary of 

Proverbs is ideal for browsing and perfectly suited for quick reference. 

9780199539536	 PB	 400pp	 A$26.95 • NZ$29.99	  

Previous edition: 9780198608943

The Bottom  
Billion
Why the Poorest Countries Are Failing and 
What Can Be Done About It 
Paul Collier
Global poverty is falling quite rapidly for about eighty 
percent of the world. The real crisis lies in a group of 
about 50 failing states whose problems defy traditional  
approaches to alleviating poverty. The causes of failure 
include civil war, dependence on the export of natural 

resources, and bad governance. What the bottom billion need, Collier argues, is a 
bold new plan supported by the Group of Eight industrialized nations. 

9780195374636	 PB	 224pp	 A$26.95 • NZ$32.99 	

Hardback ISBN: 9780195311457

The New Faces  
of Christianity
Believing the Bible in the Global South
Philip Jenkins
In The Next Christendom, Jenkins called attention to the 
fact that Africa may soon be home to the world's largest 
Christian populations. Now, in this brilliant sequel, he takes  
a  closer look at Christianity in the global South and shows  
that believers are reading the Bible with fresh eyes, finding 
ideas that are socially liberating, especially with respect to 

women's rights.

9780195368512	 PB	 272pp	 A$27.95 • NZ$32.99  	

Hardback ISBN: 9780195300659

Avoid Boring  
People	
And other lessons from a life in science 
James D. Watson  
James D. Watson looks back on his extraordinary and varied 
career - from its beginnings as a schoolboy in Chicago's 
South Side to the day he left Harvard almost 50 years later, 
world-renowned as the co-discoverer of DNA - and considers 
the lessons he has learnt along the way. The result is both an 
engagingly eccentric memoir and an insightful compendium 

of lessons in life for aspiring scientists. Avoid Boring People is a quirky, original, wise, 
and un-put-downable blend of candid anecdotes and revealing insights into the life 
of one of the greatest scientists of the 20th century. 

9780199548187	 PB	 368pp	 A$28.95 • NZ$34.99 	

Hardback ISBN: 9780192802736

Paranoia	
The 21st-Century Fear
Daniel Freeman and Jason Freeman 
Are we living in a uniquely paranoid age? New research 
suggests that around a quarter of us have regular paranoid 
thoughts, and probably lots more have them occasionally. 
What is paranoia? What causes it? Are some people more 
prone to paranoia than others? How should we deal with 
our paranoid thoughts? And how can we reduce the amount 
of paranoia in our society? Co-written by one of the world's 

leading psychologists of paranoia, and drawing on the latest scientific research, this 
lively and accessible book answers these key questions, highlighting for the first time 
the central role of paranoia in our world today. 

9780199237500	 HB	 224pp	 A$29.95 • NZ$36.99 	

The Making of Mr. Gray's 
Anatomy
Bodies, Books, Fortune, Fame
Ruth Richardson 
Gray's Anatomy is one of the most iconic scientific books 
ever published. The Making of Mr Gray's Anatomy tells the 
story of the creation of this remarkable book, and the 
individuals who made it happen. It is the story of changing 
attitudes in the mid-19th century; of the social impact of 
science; the changing status of medicine; of poverty and 

class; of craftsmanship and technology. Ruth Richardson reflects on what made Gray's 
Anatomy such a unique intellectual, artistic, and cultural achievement, and how it 
represented a summation of a half century's blossoming of anatomical knowledge 
and exploration. 

9780199552993	 HB	 288pp	 A$49.95 • NZ$59.99 	

STOCK UP FOR BACK-TO-SCHOOL! 
Back-to-School special offers are now available! 

Ask your rep for details, or contact Andrea Dansie,  
Sales Manager, on 03 9934 9185.
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The New Oxford Book of 
Victorian Verse
Edited by Christopher Ricks  
A great age of poetry speaks for itself in Christopher Ricks's 
celebrated anthology: the variety and power of Victorian verse, 
the innovation and creativity with which poets resisted the bad 
propensities of the era through which they lived. The great figures 
are of course strongly represented - Tennyson and Browning, 
Swinburne and Hopkins - but not so as to crowd out the less 

expected but equally rewarding facets of light verse and nonsense, of grotesque and 
protest. At long last justice is done to the poignant directness of 'the true voice of 
feeling', from William Barnes and John Clare, through Emily Jane Bronte and Christina 
G. Rossetti, to Thomas Hardy. 

9780199556311	 PB	 688pp	 A$36.95 • NZ$44.99 	

Previous edition: 9780192840844

A new look for this acclaimed series.  
Each rich anthology is selected and introduced by a distinguished 

editor. The selection of verse or stories is unusually wide, and opens 
up a wonderful vista of writing old and new.

The Oxford Book of  
Ghost Stories
Edited by Michael Cox & R. A. Gilbert
The thrill and chill of the ghost story is displayed in all its variety 
and vitality through this marvellous anthology. Ranging from 
the early 19th century to the 1960s, the collection reveals the 
development of the genre, and showcases many of its greatest 
expositors - from Sir Walter Scott, H. G. Wells, M. R. James, T. H. 
White, Walter de la Mare, and Elizabeth Bowen in the UK to Edith 

Wharton in America. Though its heyday coincided with the golden age of Empire in 
the nineteenth century, the ghost story enjoyed a second flowering between the two 
World Wars and its popularity is as great as ever. 

9780199556304	 PB	 528pp	 A$29.95 • NZ$36.99 	

Previous edition: 9780192840851

The Oxford Book of  
Death
Edited by D. J. Enright  
The inescapable reality of death has given rise to much of 
literature's most profound and moving work. D. J. Enright's 
wonderfully eclectic selection presents the words of poet and 
novelist, scientist and philosopher, mystic and sceptic. And 
alongside these 'professional' writers, he allows the voices of 
ordinary people to be heard; for this is a subject on which there 

are no real experts and wisdom lies in many unexpected places. An intriguing and 
not always melancholic collection of insights on a subject of universal concern and 
fascination.

9780199556526	 PB	 368pp	 A$29.95 • NZ$36.99 	

Previous edition: 9780192803801

The Oxford Book of  
Scottish Short Stories
Edited by Douglas Dunn  
From tales of the supernatural to pungent social realism, and 
from the humorous to the disturbing, whether rural or urban, 
this anthology shows the vitality of the Scottish short story. 
Douglas Dunn's eclectic selection displays the marvellous range 
of Scottish story-telling, beginning with three early traditional 
tales, and including a wealth of writers from the last three 

centuries: amongst them Sir Walter Scott, Robert Louis Stevenson, J. M. Barrie, Violet 
Jacob, Neil Gunn, Eric Linklater, Alasdair Gray, James Kelman, and younger talents 
such as Ronald Frame, Janice Galloway, and A. L. Kennedy. 

9780199556540	 PB	 512pp	 A$29.95 • NZ$36.99 	

Previous edition: 9780192801906

The New Oxford Book of 
Seventeenth-Century Verse
Edited by Alastair Fowler  
The seventeenth century was a period of remarkable achievement 
in the field of English poetry: it was the age of Shakespeare, 
Donne, Marvell, Jonson, Drayton, Herbert, Dryden, and Rochester 
among others. Alastair Fowler's celebrated anthology maps the 
terrain afresh, including innumerable and generous selections 
from all of the century's masterpieces as well as fascinating work 

by less familiar names. It strikes a balance between Metaphysical wit and intellect and 
Jonsonian simplicity, while also accommodating hitherto neglected popular verse. 
The result is a truer, more catholic representation of seventeenth-century verse than 
any previous anthology.

9780199556298	 PB	 880pp	 A$36.95 • NZ$44.99 	

Previous edition: 9780192840875

The Oxford Book of  
War Poetry
Edited by Jon Stallworthy
There can be no area of human experience that has generated a 
wider range of powerful feelings than war. The 250 poems in John 
Stallworthy's classic and celebrated anthology span centuries 
of human experience of war, from David's Lament for Saul and 
Jonathan, and Homer's Iliad, to the finest poems of the First and 
Second World Wars, and beyond. Reflecting the feelings of poets 

as diverse as Byron, Hardy, Owen, Sassoon, and Heaney, they chart a great shift 
in human awareness - from man's early celebratory `war-songs' to the twentieth 
century's darker poetic responses to `man's inhumanity to man'. 

9780199554539	 PB	 388pp	 A$29.95 • NZ$36.99 	

Previous edition: 9780192804549

The Oxford Book of Essays
Edited by John Gross
The essay is one of the richest of literary forms. This wide-ranging 
collection includes 140 essays by 120 writers: classics, curiosities, 
meditations, diversions, old favourites, recent examples that 
deserve to be better known. Some of the topics discussed 
in its pages are anger, pleasure, Gandhi, wasps, party-going, 
gangsters, plumbers, Beethoven, potato crisps, the importance 
of being the right size, and the demolition of Westminster Abbey. 

It contains some of the most eloquent writing in English, and some of the most  
entertaining. 

9780199556557	 PB	 704pp	 A$36.95 • NZ$44.99 	

Previous edition: 9780192840899

John Milton
Life, Work, and Thought
Gordon Campbell & Thomas Corns
John Milton is viewed as the hero of radicalism, the spokesperson 
of republicanism, who ended his days a tragic hero. But this major 
new biography paints a more nuanced picture. John Milton: Life, 
Work, and Thought is the fruit of many years’ research, in which 
the authors have revisited archival records and manuscripts, 
drawing on source materials which have lain untouched for over 

a century. The result is a work that will set the standards for Milton scholarship for 
years to come.

9780199289844	 HB	 476pp	 A$69.95 • NZ$79.99 	
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Very Sharp 
Very Inspiring
Very Intelligent 
Very Successful
Ideal for train journeys, holidays, and as a quick catch-up for busy 
people who want something intellectually stimulating, Very Short 
Introductions combine authoritative analysis, new ideas, and 
enthusiasm to make often challenging topics highly readable. 

These books can change the way you think about the things that 
interest you, and are the perfect introduction to subjects you 
previously knew nothing about. Because of this, they have proven to 
be extremely popular with general readers, as well as undergraduate 
students and their lecturers. 

The New Testament aS Literature
A Very Short Introduction 
Kyle Keefer 
Looking at the New Testament through a very particular lens, 
that of literary study, Keefer raises questions about the language 
and crafting of this classic text. A literary approach to the 
New Testament assumes that the documents found here not 
only convey ideas but also entertain, prod, puzzle and delight 
audiences. Even for readers not religiously bound to the New 

Testament, the artistry of the New Testament can prove engaging and provocative. 
Reading the New Testament as literature brings to light the dynamics of this 
engagement. 

9780195300208	 PB	 144pp	 A$23.95 • NZ$28.99 	  

Autism
A Very Short Introduction 
Uta Frith  
What causes autism? Is it a genetic disorder, or due to some 
unknown environmental hazard? Are we facing an autism 
epidemic? What are the main symptoms, and how does it 
relate to Asperger syndrome? This Very Short Introduction offers 
a clear statement on what is currently known about autism 
and Asperger syndrome. Explaining the vast array of different 

conditions that hide behind these two labels, it explores the possible causes for the 
apparent rise in autism and also evaluates the links with neuroscience, psychology, 
brain development, genetics, and environmental causes. Throughout, it sheds light 
on what it is like to live inside the mind of the sufferer. 

9780199207565	 PB	 144pp	 A$23.95 • NZ$28.99	  

Poems and Prose	
Christina Rossetti
Christina Rossetti (1830-94) is perhaps the most contradictory 
of the great Victorian poets. She writes of the world's beauty, 
but fears that it may be deceptive, even deadly. She is a religious 
poet, but much of her work is driven by uncertainty. Her poems 
are restrained, even secretive, but they seek nothing less than 
the mystery of Life and Death. This edition contains Rossetti's 
strongest and most distinctive work: poetry, stories, devotional 

prose, and personal letters. It brings together the fullest range of Rossetti's poetry 
and prose in one volume, and is an indispensable introduction to this entrancing 
writer.

9780192807151	 PB	 544pp	 A$24.95 • NZ$27.99 	

Sayings of the Buddha	
New Translations from the Pali Nikayas 
Translated by Rupert Gethin
Gotama the Buddha, who lived the life of a wandering ascetic 
in northern India during the fifth century BC, is looked to as the 
founder of one of the world's major religions. The Nikayas are 
among the oldest Buddhist texts and consist of more than one 
and a half million words. This new translation offers a selection 
of the Buddha's most important sayings reflecting the full variety 

of material contained in the Nikayas: the central themes of the Buddha's teaching 
(his biography, philosophical discourse, instruction on morality, meditation, and the 
spiritual life) and the range of literary style (myth, dialogue, narrative, short sayings, 
verse).

9780192839251	 PB	 338pp	 A$20.95 • NZ$23.99	  

Psoriatic Arthritis: The Facts	
Dafna Gladman & Vinod Chandran    
Psoriatic arthritis is an inflammatory arthritis associated with 
psoriasis. In this guide for patients, the authors draw on their 
experience from one of the largest clinics in the world that 
is dedicated to understanding and managing patients with 
psoriatic arthritis, and highlight what is known about the causes 
and clinical features, along with the emotional impact that this 
condition has on people's lives and how to manage it.

9780199231225	 PB	 168pp	 A$36.95 • NZ$44.99 	

Tourette Syndrome:  
The Facts
Second Edition
Mary Robertson & Andrea Cavanna    
Tourette Syndrome is an inherited neuropsychiatric disorder 
characterised by motor and vocal tics, and upsetting anti-
social behaviour. This second edition explains the causes of 
the syndrome, how it is diagnosed, and how to cope if you 

or a relative has been recently diagnosed. It provides information on treatment 
and therapies, and advice on managing symptoms. Essential reading for Tourette 
sufferers, their relatives and friends, it will also be of use to clinicians, GPs, teachers, 
and anyone seeking an accessible introduction to the disorder. 

9780199298198	 PB	 184pp	 A$39.95 • NZ$49.99 	

Previous edition: 9780198523987

Social Policy in  
Aotearoa New Zealand 
Fourth Edition 
Christine Cheyne, Mike O’Brien & Michael Belgrave
This title identifies the principles and theoretical perspectives 
that influence contemporary developments in policy making 
and implementation in New Zealand. It enables the reader 
to understand the conflicting nature of these values and 

perspectives, and to integrate the theories of social policy with the methods and 
practices they will encounter in the field. 

9780195585018	 PB	 320pp	 A$65.00 • NZ$79.99	

Previous edition: 9780195584752

Very Short Introductions Special Offer
For every 5 copies ordered from the Very Short Introductions series receive  
a FREE copy of Very Short Answers to Very Big Questions. Orders must be placed with 
your rep to receive this offer.

Ask your rep for a full list of Very Short Introductions titles. Counterpacks are also 
available, see your rep for details.
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Forever X
Geraldine McCaughrean
The Shepherd family have set off on 
their usual summer holiday under a cloud of gloom at the 
predictability of it all. When the car breaks down, they are forced 
to stay the night at the nearest B&B. To their dismay they find 
themselves at a place where Christmas comes every day of the 
year, complete with turkey and Santa Claus. And they discover 
it’s even stranger than that, with the girl in the elf costume, 

the mysterious Mr Angel and the police seeking a fugitive. Stranded in this bizarre 
environment, unusual friendships develop and the relationships that have been so 
set in their ways are turned upside down. Full of comic moments, tension and drama, 
this is a highly satisfying read.

9780192754967	 PB	 128pp	 A$12.95 • NZ$15.99	  

Previous edition: 9780192718846 

The Ultimate Book of  
Famous People
Various authors
This riveting book tells the stories of people from all 
walks of life who have influenced the course of history 
over the last 2000 years: statesmen, scientists, inventors, 
artists, film stars, sports heroes and many more. It 
enables children to follow through the chronology of 
a subject and identify the main movers and shakers 

in that area. Arranged in themes and chronologically, all the family will enjoy  
The Ultimate Book of Famous People.

9780199135257	 HB	 256pp	 A$39.95 • NZ$49.99 	

Great Explorers
Jim Pipe
Just as the unknown regions of the world seized the imagination 
of the great explorers, so the exploits of those explorers 
continue to fascinate readers today. The book captures all 
the thrill of exploration; its fears, dangers and hardships; 
encounters with hostile landscapes and peoples, and the 
excitement of progress. All areas of the globe are covered and 
the journeys of explorers both famous and not so famous: 

Florence Baker in Egypt and Sudan; Mary Kingsley in West Africa; Lewis and Clark 
across the US; Franklin and Leary at the North Pole and Amundsen and Scott at the 
South. The final chapter examines the legacy of a region’s exploration, by explaining 
its political, economic and other consequences.

9780199116782	 FX	 128pp	 A$39.95 • NZ$49.99             

Pirate Small in Big  
Trouble
Julie Sykes,  
illustrated by Jan McCafferty
Pirate Small has a great idea to get the Jolly Bodger looking 
shipshape. A deck sale! But he sells everything, including the 
captain’s precious parrot, and now he’s in big trouble. Young 
readers will love this tale of a pint-sized pirate and his thrilling 

race against the clock to find Polly Feathers. 

9780192792396	 PB	 32pp	 A$17.95 • NZ$18.99	  

Hardback ISBN: 9780192792389

Goat and Donkey and  
the Noise Downstairs
Simon Puttock, illustrated by Russell Julian
One night, Goat is woken by a noise downstairs. His 
immediate thought is that there must be burglars in the 
house. When Goat discovers that Donkey’s bed is empty, 
he comes to the conclusion that Donkey must have been 
stolen! 

9780192728173	 HB	 32pp	 A$29.95 • NZ$36.99	  

Goat and Donkey in  
the Great Outdoors
Simon Puttock, illustrated by Russell Julian
Goat wakes up one morning bursting to explore the Great 
Outdoors. He has his tent, backpack, binoculars, and his 
favourite teddy, but he just can’t decide where to go. 
After some gentle advice from Donkey, Goat discovers 
that the best place for a holiday might not be very  
far away at all.

9780192728449	 PB	 32pp	 A$17.95 • NZ$18.99	  

Previous edition: 9780192725981

Captain Teachum’s Buried 
Treasure
Peter Carter, illustrated by Korky Paul
Captain Teachum has a reputation as a wicked and terrible 
pirate. He has led a life of crime: capturing ships, making his 
enemies walk the plank, and burying stolen treasure. At home 
he is hen-pecked, has twenty five children, and his memory is 
unreliable . . . Hardly surprising, then, that Captain Teachum 
has not been able to find his buried treasure! 

9780192727107	 PB	 32pp	 A$17.95 • NZ$18.99 	

Previous edition: 9780192722300
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