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Sources Practice Exercise 
 

For each of the following documents, identify whether it is a primary or secondary 
source of law in Australia. Answers are on page 2. 
 

Document Primary or secondary? 

Racial Discrimination Act 1975 (Cth)  

Dog Fence Regulations 1997 (SA)  

Vines, Prue Law and Justice in Australia: 
foundations of the legal system, Oxford University 
Press, Melbourne, 2nd ed, 2008 

 

NSW Law Reform Commission, Role of juries in 
sentencing, Report 118 (2007) 

 

Plant Breeders’ Rights Regulations 1994 (Cth)  

Miller v University of New South Wales [2003] 
FCAFC 180  

 

Higher Education Support Act 2003 (Cth)  

Hearne v Street [2008] HCA 36   

Cunneen, Chris; Luff, Jocelyn; Menzies, Karen; 
Ralph, Nina; Indigenous Family Mediation: The New 
South Wales ATSIFAM Program (2005) 9(1) 
Australian Indigenous Law Reporter 1. 

 

Kyoto Protocol to the United Nations Framework 
Convention on Climate Change 1997 
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Answers: 
 

Document Primary or secondary? 

Racial Discrimination Act 1975 (Cth) Primary – legislation 

Dog Fence Regulations 1997 (SA) Primary – legislation 

Vines, Prue Law and Justice in Australia: 
foundations of the legal system, Oxford University 
Press, Melbourne, 2nd ed, 2008 

Secondary – law text book  

NSW Law Reform Commission, Role of juries in 
sentencing, Report 118 (2007) 

Secondary – law reform 
commission report 

Plant Breeders’ Rights Regulations 1994 (Cth) Primary – legislation 

Miller v University of New South Wales [2003] 
FCAFC 180  

Primary – case  

Higher Education Support Act 2003 (Cth) Primary – legislation 

Hearne v Street [2008] HCA 36  Primary – case  

Cunneen, Chris; Luff, Jocelyn; Menzies, Karen; 
Ralph, Nina; Indigenous Family Mediation: The New 
South Wales ATSIFAM Program (2005) 9(1) 
Australian Indigenous Law Reporter 1. 

Secondary – law journal 

Kyoto Protocol to the United Nations Framework 
Convention on Climate Change 1997 

Secondary – international 
treaty 

 


