






22	 What additional procedure should the researcher 

follow with this sample?

a	 She must obtain consent from participants’ 

parents or guardians if participants are less than 

21 years of age.

b	 She must obtain consent from participants’ 

parents or guardians if participants are less than 

18 years of age.

c	 She must obtain consent from participants’ 

parents or guardians if participants are less than 

16 years of age.

d	 She must obtain consent from participants’ 

parents or guardians if participants are less than 

14 years of age.

23	 It is thought that adolescents will sleep for longer 

periods after they have spent the day studying or in 

intense physical activity, rather than after a normal 

day’s activity. A researcher wished to study this.

a	 In this case, why would an independent groups 

design be less appropriate than a repeated 

measures design? 

b	 In this case, name and describe a process that 

could be used to eliminate order effects. 

24	 a	 What is the meaning of the ethical consideration 

of withdrawal rights in psychological research? 

b	 What is meant by the ethical requirement of 

confidentiality in psychological research? 

Questions 25 to 31 refer to the following 
description of research:
Richard wished to compare the mood of Year 6 children 
after they had role-played being a victim of bullying 
(Condition 1) with their mood after they had role-played 
helping an injured person (Condition 2). 

He decided to measure mood on a scale of 1 to 10, with  
1 being ‘depressed’ and 10 being ‘elated’. He obtained the 
figure by giving a 40-item ‘mood test’ from the internet.

He took his measurements with the first 30 children on 
the school’s alphabetical roll. The role-plays took place 
on Monday afternoons, one week apart. He made sure 
that half the children role-played Condition 1 the first 

week and Condition 2 the second, with the other half 
role-playing the conditions in the opposite sequence.

Richard’s results showed that the mean mood score 
for Condition 1 was 3.4 and the mean mood score for 
Condition 2 was 7.2. This difference was statistically 
significant.

25	 a	 What was the population in this research? 

b	 Was Richard’s sampling procedure appropriate? 

Explain your answer.

26	 a	 �What was the independent variable in this 

research? 

b	 What was the dependent variable in this 

research? 

27	 How was the dependent variable operationalised? 

28	 State an appropriate experimental hypothesis for this 

research. 

29	 a	 �What experimental design was used in this 

research? 

b	 Why did Richard make sure that ‘half the 

children role-played Condition 1 the first 

week and Condition 2 the second, with the 

other half role-playing the conditions in the 

opposite sequence’? What name is given to this 

procedure? 

30	 In calculating the statistical significance, Richard 

found a value of p = 0.5. Exactly what does this 

mean? 

31	 Would it be appropriate for Richard to generalise 

his conclusions to all Year 6 students in the school? 

Explain your answer.	
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Possible total = 20 marks

Criterion 4 marks 3 marks 2 marks 1 mark

1  Research aim and 
key terms

Aim clear, fully explained 
and accurate. All key 
terms accurately defined.

Aim not clearly explained 
or identified OR not all 
key terms are identified 
or accurately defined.

Aim not clearly explained 
and identified. A limited 
attempt is made to 
define key terms.

2  Identification 
of variables and 
research hypothesis

Variables are accurately 
identified. Hypothesis 
accurately identifies IV, 
DV and population and 
clearly predicts outcome.

Variables are accurately 
identified. Hypothesis 
accurately identifies two 
of IV, DV and population 
and predicts outcome. 

Variables not accurately 
identified. Hypothesis 
accurately identifies 
only one of IV, DV and 
predicts outcome.

3  Method Appropriately designed 
and described, including 
participants, measures 
and procedures.

Addresses hypothesis 
with minor flaws or 
omissions. Accurately 
described, including 
participants, measures 
and procedures.

Addresses hypothesis 
with flaws or omissions. 
Accurately described, 
including participants, 
measures and 
procedures.

Addresses hypothesis 
with major flaws or 
omissions. Description 
lacks clarity and 
precision. Participants, 
measures and 
procedures shown.

4  Results Results are clear and 
accurate, including 
graphs, tables and 
diagrams. Analysis is 
comprehensive and 
accurate. Appropriate 
conclusions are drawn.

Results are clear and 
accurate. Analysis is 
appropriate. Appropriate 
conclusions are drawn.

Results show minor 
errors or omissions. 
Analysis sound but not 
comprehensive. Some 
conclusions are drawn.

Results show significant 
errors or omissions. 
Analysis is attempted. 
Attempts to draw 
conclusions from results.

5  Discussion (1) Discussion is in 
terms of hypotheses, 
comprehensive and 
accurate. Appropriate 
generalisations made.

Discussion is in terms 
of hypotheses, minor 
problems with clarity 
or scope. Appropriate 
generalisations made.

Discussion in terms of 
hypotheses, problems 
with clarity or scope. 
Generalisations are 
inappropriate or absent.

Discussion is inadequate, 
significant problems 
with clarity or scope. 
Generalisations are 
inadequate or not made,

6  Discussion (2) Significance of findings 
clearly expressed. Major 
limitations identified. 
Comprehensive 
suggestions for further 
research.

Significance of findings 
clearly expressed. Some 
limitations of the study 
are identified and some 
appropriate suggestions 
for further research.

Significance of findings 
identified. Restricted 
identification of 
limitations of the study; 
limited suggestions for 
further research.

Significance of some 
findings identified. 
Restricted identification 
of limitations of 
the study; limited 
suggestions for further 
research.

7  Formal 
presentation 
including correct 
format and 
accurate references 
and citations within 
the text

Neatly presented in the 
correct format. Reference 
list is comprehensive and 
accurately presented, 
and citations are 
comprehensive, accurate 
and of correct format.

Neatly presented in the 
correct format. Some 
omissions or errors in the 
reference list or citations. 

Correct format is not 
always followed or neatly 
presented. Reference 
list is inadequate and/
or poorly presented, 
and citations are not 
comprehensive, accurate 
and/or of correct format.

N.B. For all criteria, 0 marks are awarded for ‘not shown’.

Your teachers will indicate which aspects of each criterion are applicable to the relevant assessment task that has been set for their class.


