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 2 It was Saturday afternoon and Alex was excited. 

His friends Tess, Zac and Sophie were coming 

over for a sleepover. Alex waited by the window for 

them to arrive. Alex’s cat, Willow, was asleep on the 

couch.

 3 A car came into the driveway.

  “Mum, they’re here!” called Alex and he ran outside.

 4 Alex’s friends got out of the car. 

  “Hi, Alex,” said Tess. “I’ve brought my tent. Zac has 

brought his, too.”

  “I’ve brought my new game,” said Sophie.

 5 “Great!” said Alex.

  Alex’s friends put their things in Alex’s room. Then 

they went to play football with Alex in the backyard.

6  When Alex missed a mark, the football rolled under 

a tree. As he went to pick it up he saw something 

else on the ground.
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Error type Errors

Insertions

Omissions

Repetitions

Substitutions

Asked for help/Told

Talking for understanding 

Have the student continue holding the text. Say: I’d like you to tell me about what you just 
read. Talk with the student enough for you to be convinced that he or she understands 
the text. Provide lead statements from the following table if the student appears to 
need support. 
Note: You may wish to highlight the lead statements used.

Lead statements

What was the author telling 
you in this text?

Who was it that…? Why would… say/do that?

Tell me about the part 
where…

What would happen if…? What happened before/
after…?

What makes…the same as…? 
What makes…different to…?

How do you know that…? Why might the author have 
included that information?

Show me where it said…? What happened when…? What would you have done 
if…?

Tell me more about… If you wrote the next part 
of this text, what would you 
write?

What else would you like to 
know about…?

What was the best part for 
you? Why?

Were you surprised by 
something you read?

Did you expect it to fi nish 
like that? Why?

Did the student refer back to the text to locate information (circle)? Yes/No

Notes about student’s understanding:
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