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Worksheet 2.2—Farm like an Egyptian
In this worksheet, you will think about why, and how, location and climate influenced farming in ancient Egypt. You will need to refer to some material on pages 26–33 of the textbook.
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1
The following ancient illustration shows some farming activities carried out by ancient Egyptians. Look at it carefully, and then complete the activities on the following pages.

a
Each farming activity below has an identifying number. Circle and number parts of the above illustration that you think best correspond to each activity. 

i
Cutting down grain with scythes

ii
Sowing seeds from grain carried in shoulder bags

iii
Important man (e.g. Vizier or Director of the Seal) arriving to check grain stores

iv
Picking fruit

v
Taking orders from the senior overseer (perhaps a nomarch)

vi
Stopping for a drink

vii
Giving harvesting instructions

viii
Recording details of the harvest

ix
Threshing the crop, to free the grains

x
Storing the harvested seed/or collecting seed for replanting

b
Refer to Sources 2.6 and 2.17 of Oxford Big Ideas Humanities 1 to decide:

i
whether the activities in the lower panel happened during Akhet or Shomu

ii
why no or little farming activity occurred between June to October

iii
the average maximum temperature during Proyet

2
Use Sources 2.5 and 2.6 of Oxford Big Ideas Humanities 1 to complete the following activities.

a
Select and circle five of the words below that you think best describe the location of ancient Egypt.
	wet
	hilly
	cold
	forested
	desert

	dry
	hot
	coastal
	mountainous
	lush

	snowy
	sandy
	grassy
	sunny
	damp


b
Does the style of dress worn by farmers in the illustration on page 1 of this activity sheet support the bulk of your choices for (a)? Explain.

c
What challenges would such a location have posed for farming?

3
Study Source 2.9 on pages 29–9 of Oxford Big Ideas Humanities 1.

a
Use clues in the illustration to suggest which month of the year this scene best represents—October, January or May. Give reasons for your choice.

b
List all the farming activities (on land or water) you can see in this illustration.

4
Think about what you have read about farming and agriculture in ancient Egypt.
a
Why was farming such an important industry for ancient Egypt?

b
Explain why the ancient Egyptian civilisation grew up around the Nile River.
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