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Worksheet 2.2—Castle construction
	You are a medieval architect who has designed many manor and castles (similar to the one shown below) for English aristocrats. You are excited to learn the English king has commissioned you to design and build his new castle. You have been given the following brief. As you read it, jot down notes against each of the points that will help your planning and design. You can choose your response to each point, but must give reasons for your choice.
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Brief For The King’s New Castle
1
Siting
a
The castle will be sited so that it is difficult for an enemy to attack it. The architect can chose the site he/she thinks is most suitable from anywhere in the king’s domain.

b
The castle will be close to transport routes. Again, the architect can chose a suitable site from anywhere in the king’s domain.

2
Materials

The castle will be made from materials that are strong, resistant to fire and to external damage from enemy attack.

3
Defence 
a
The castle walls and turrets will have a number of design features that provide protection for the king’s soldiers in the event of an attack while allowing them to actively engage the enemy. 

b
The castle gate will have a number of features that greatly reduce the risk of unwanted entry by an enemy, while allowing the king’s soldiers to easily attack the enemy should an entry be forced.

c
The design of the castle wall will be one that minimises the risk of collapse should its foundations be attacked by enemy sappers.

d
The perimeter of the castle will be further protected from enemy attack, by making it as difficult as possible for siege engines and enemy soldiers to reach and scale its walls.

4
Internal features

a
The castle will contain quarters for the king and his family that are both secure and suited to his rank.

b
The castle will contain accommodation and facilities for the king’s soldiers.

c
The castle will contain an area that can be used by the king for both entertainment and administration of his royal duties.

d
The castle will contain a range of features that would enable castle occupants to be self-sufficient for a length of time in the event of an enemy siege.

e
The castle grounds will include facilities that cater for the king’s interests in hunting, and which provide for the full range of needs of his soldiers.
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