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Why do we use different scales?

1.
The world political map on pages 108–9 is a very small-scale map where one centimetre on the map measures 750 kilometres on the ground. The same scale applies to the entire map.

a.
Use the world political map to estimate the five largest countries, in order of size from the largest. 
b.
Estimate how times Australia could fit into Russia.
2. 
Different scales are used to show as much detail as possible in the given space. 

a.
What scale is used to show Russia at its largest possible size on pages 142–3?
b.
What additional information about Russia can be shown on this larger scale map that was not shown on the small-scale political map on pages 108–9?
c.
Compare the size of United Kingdom (page 138 C2) with Australia’s smallest state, Tasmania (page 101).

i.
Which do you think is bigger – Tasmania or United Kingdom?
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ii.
On the right is a map of Tasmania drawn at the same scale as the United Kingdom map on page 138. Compare the size of this Tasmanian map with the United Kingdom map on page 138. Which do you think is bigger?
iii.
Look at the map of United Kingdom at C2 on page 138. Use the edge of a piece of paper to mark the distance between Thurso in the far north to Brighton in the far south. Measure it against the line scale to work out the actual distance.
iv.
Look at the map of Tasmania on page 101. Use the edge of a piece of paper to measure the distance between Cape Grim (B4) and South West Cape (D1). Measure it against the line scale to work out the actual distance.
3.
Transfer your scale skills to complete the following description of the Melbourne map on page 99. Cross out the incorrect term.
Melbourne is a small/large – scale map which shows little/detailed information about the area. On the smaller/larger scale map of Victoria on pages 96–7 there is little/detailed information about Melbourne. The distance between Cape Schank (in the south) and Melbourne’s CBD is 60/70 kilometres. The scale of the Melbourne map is 2/7 times larger than the map of Victoria.
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