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Assessment Rubric—1.1 How do we observe the world?
It is expected that Geospatial skills will be covered in the early part of Year 7. Most students would then be at Level 4, working towards Level 5. The work of the student in progressing towards Level 5 demonstrates that the student can:

	3.75
	4.0
	4.25
	4.5
	4.75

	Geographic knowledge, understanding and geospatial skills

	· Understand and include important mapping concepts such as distance, location and direction. 
	· Use and understand a range of map types such as atlases and street directories.

· Identify features from maps, satellite images and oblique photographs. 
	· Collect information from oblique and aerial photographs, maps, newspaper articles and satellite images

· Use geographic conventions such as framing geographic questions


	· Collect information from a range of data types such as choropleth maps, satellite images, geographic photographs at a range of angles
· Describe information found in a range of geographic media
	· Analyse information taken from a range of data to form a conclusion.
· Analyse geographic data such as maps and photographs to frame and answer appropriate geographic questions.

	At Level 5, students use evidence to explain the variations in regions within Australia and surrounding regions. They describe differences in culture, living conditions and environmental issues. Students collect information from a wide variety of sources including fieldwork and present it in a range of forms using correct geographic conventions.

	Thinking processes

	· Develop their own geographic questions with teacher support
· Use creative thinking strategies such as mind mapping to solve problems and answer questions.

 
	· Develop their own geographic questions to generate further enquiry
· Use imaginative and creative thinking strategies from themselves and others
	·  Solve problems and make decisions in a range of activities which involve a few variables
· With teacher guidance, use a range of creative thinking strategies for exploring possibilities and responding appropriately to a challenge
	· Complete activities focusing on geographic questioning which involve a few variables such as photographic types
· With teacher guidance, generate multiple options and solutions or responses to problems or issues
	· Complete activities focusing on geographic questioning which involve variables and other possible solutions
· With teacher support, apply creative thinking strategies for a variety of purposes and problems

	At Level 5, students locate and select relevant information from varied sources when investigating a geographic landscape. They use a range of appropriate reasoning and analysis strategies when identifying, synthesising and evaluating evidence and developing a point of view. They use a range of discipline-based methodologies (e.g. geography).They demonstrate creativity and can solve problems using a range of appropriate strategies.

	Communication

	· Use correct geographic terms such as ‘perspective’ to support effective communication 
	· Ask appropriate questions to clarify information

· Explain why others may interpret information such as geographic photographs differently. 
	· Understand the usefulness of geographic images to add meaning
· Use appropriate geographic language when responding to questions
	· Use geographic images such as maps and satellite images to add meaning
· Use appropriate geographic language in all forms of communication including in oral communication.
	· Use widely and understand correct geographic language
· Integrate geographic language into a wide range of presentations

	At Level 5, students interpret complex information and evaluate the effectiveness of its presentation. When responding, they use specialised language appropriate to the context and purpose. They provide and use constructive feedback to develop effective communication skills.


Assessment Rubric—1.2 How do we represent the world?
It is expected that Geospatial skills will be covered in the early part of Year 7. Most students would then be at Level 4, working towards Level 5. The work of the student in progressing towards Level 5 demonstrates that the student can:

	3.75
	4.0
	4.25
	4.5
	4.75

	Geographic knowledge, understanding and geospatial skills

	· Include distance, direction and location when drawing a map.
	· Use geographic language to describe the features shown on maps and other images

· Draw sketch maps of their backyard using simple mapping conventions such as title, scale, north point and legend 
	· Collect information from a range of geographic media such as satellite images, maps, topographic maps and photographs
· Use BOLTSS conventions when constructing a map
	· Collect information from a range of data types such as choropleth maps, satellite images, geographic photographs at a range of angles

· Describe the features of maps using geographic language
	· Analyse information taken from a range of data to form a conclusion.

· Construct an overlay map and use this map to form a conclusion about spatial association

	At Level 5, students use evidence to explain the variations in regions within Australia and surrounding regions. They describe differences in culture, living conditions and environmental issues. Students collect information from a wide variety of sources including fieldwork and present it in a range of forms using correct geographic conventions.

	Thinking processes

	· Use a range of creative thinking strategies to solve problems
 
	· Use creative thinking strategies to generate imaginative solutions when solving problems
	·  Solve problems and make decisions in a range of activities which involve a few variables such as scale and orientation
· With teacher guidance, use a range of creative thinking strategies for exploring possibilities and responding appropriately to a challenge
	· Complete activities focusing on mapping which involve a few variables 
· With teacher guidance, generate multiple options and solutions or responses to problems or issues
	· Complete mapping activities which involve variables and other possible solutions
· With teacher support, apply creative thinking strategies for a variety of purposes and problems

	At Level 5, students locate and select relevant information from varied sources when investigating a geographic landscape. They use a range of appropriate reasoning and analysis strategies when identifying, synthesising and evaluating evidence and developing a point of view. They use a range of discipline-based methodologies (e.g. geography).They demonstrate creativity and can solve problems using a range of appropriate strategies.

	Communication

	· Interpret a variety of maps and present their own. 
	· Identify key features of maps and apply these features to their own maps 
	· Use a range of strategies to improve their map interpretation and construction techniques
	· Construct a variety of maps for a range of purposes

· Use appropriate geographic language in all forms of communication including in oral communication.
	· Apply improvements to mapping techniques that make meaning clearer for the selected audience

· Integrate geographic language into a wide range of presentations

	At Level 5, students interpret complex information and evaluate the effectiveness of its presentation. When responding, they use specialised language appropriate to the context and purpose. They provide and use constructive feedback to develop effective communication skills.


Assessment Rubric—
1.3 How do we locate places?
It is expected that Geospatial skills will be covered in the early part of Year 7. Most students would then be at Level 4, working towards Level 5. The work of the student in progressing towards Level 5 demonstrates that the student can:

	3.75
	4.0
	4.25
	4.5
	4.75

	Geographic knowledge, understanding and geospatial skills

	· Include distance, direction and location when drawing a map.
	· Use geographic language to describe the features shown on maps and other images

· Use atlases and street maps to accurately describe distance, direction and location 
	· Collect information from a range of geographic media such as street directories and atlas maps
· Locate places accurately on a map using a simple grid system
	· Collect information from a range of data types such as choropleth maps, satellite images, geographic photographs at a range of angles

· Accurately locate places on a map using a latitude and longitude
	· Analyse information taken from a range of data to form a conclusion.

· Accurately locate places on amp using a range of location systems.

	At Level 5, students use evidence to explain the variations in regions within Australia and surrounding regions. They describe differences in culture, living conditions and environmental issues. Students collect information from a wide variety of sources including fieldwork and present it in a range of forms using correct geographic conventions.

	Thinking processes

	· Use a range of creative thinking strategies to solve problems

 
	· Use creative thinking strategies to generate imaginative solutions when solving problems
	·  Solve problems and make decisions in a range of activities which involve a few variables such as scale and orientation
· With teacher guidance, use a range of creative thinking strategies for exploring possibilities and responding appropriately to a challenge
	· Complete activities focusing on mapping which involve a few variables 
· With teacher guidance, generate multiple options and solutions or responses to problems or issues
	· Complete mapping activities which involve variables and other possible solutions
· With teacher support, apply creative thinking strategies for a variety of purposes and problems

	At Level 5, students locate and select relevant information from varied sources when investigating a geographic landscape. They use a range of appropriate reasoning and analysis strategies when identifying, synthesising and evaluating evidence and developing a point of view. They use a range of discipline-based methodologies (e.g. geography).They demonstrate creativity and can solve problems using a range of appropriate strategies.

	Level 4 Mathematics

	At Level 4, Students use the ideas of size, scale, and direction to describe relative location and objects in maps. They use compass directions, coordinates, scale and distance, and conventional symbols to describe routes between places shown on maps.


Assessment Rubric—1.4 How do we measure the Earth’s 
features?
It is expected that Geospatial skills will be covered in the early part of Year 7. Most students would then be at Level 4, working towards Level 5. The work of the student in progressing towards Level 5 demonstrates that the student can:

	3.75
	4.0
	4.25
	4.5
	4.75

	Geographic knowledge, understanding and geospatial skills

	· Include features such as a scale on maps and an understanding of the role of contour lines
	·  Understand the role of contour lines to show height
· Use scale to measure distance on a map
	· Use contour lines on a topographic map to construct a cross section following correct geographic conventions
	· Use contour lines to describe the natural landscape
	· Analyse topographic maps to work out the shape of the land
· Infer features such as drainage patterns and lava flows based on contour shapes on topographic maps

	At Level 5, students use evidence to explain the variations in regions within Australia and surrounding regions. They describe differences in culture, living conditions and environmental issues. Students collect information from a wide variety of sources including fieldwork and present it in a range of forms using correct geographic conventions.

	Thinking processes

	· Use a range of creative thinking strategies to solve problems

 
	· Use creative thinking strategies to generate imaginative solutions when solving problems such as interpreting contour patterns to build up a picture of relief of the landscape
	·  Solve problems and make decision in a range of activities which involve a few variables such as scale and altitude as shown by contour lines
· With teacher guidance, use a range of creative thinking strategies for exploring possibilities when completing a cross-section
	· Complete activities focusing on mapping which involve a few variables 
· With teacher guidance, generate multiple options and solutions or responses to problems or issues
	· Complete mapping activities which involve variables and other possible solutions
· With teacher support, apply creative thinking strategies for a variety of purposes and problems

	At Level 5, students locate and select relevant information from varied sources when investigating a geographic landscape. They use a range of appropriate reasoning and analysis strategies when identifying, synthesising and evaluating evidence and developing a point of view. They use a range of discipline-based methodologies (e.g. geography).They demonstrate creativity and can solve problems using a range of appropriate strategies.

	Mathematics

	· Understand the ways in which three dimensional shapes can be shown on a map
	· Create two-dimensional representations of three dimensional shapes and objects found in the surrounding environment
	· Construct a plan, elevations and cross-sections for a three-dimensional object
	· Use conventional symbols and contours to describe a route marked on a map
	· Understand methods for creating the illusion of depth in a two-dimensional image

	At Level 4, Students use the ideas of size, scale, and direction to describe relative location and objects in maps. They use compass directions, coordinates, scale and distance, and conventional symbols to describe routes between places shown on maps.


Assessment Rubric—1.5 How do we conduct fieldwork?

It is expected that Geospatial skills will be covered in the early part of Year 7. Most students would then be at Level 4, working towards Level 5. The work of the student in progressing towards Level 5 demonstrates that the student can:
	3.75
	4.0
	4.25
	4.5
	4.75

	Geographic knowledge, understanding and geospatial skills

	· Identify human and natural characteristics of an environment at the local scale
· Present, including further research, fieldwork findings
	· Use geographic language to identify and describe human and natural characteristics of a local scale environment
· Research, collect, record and describe data obtained through fieldwork
	· Identify and analyse an environmental issue present at a fieldwork site
· Collect, record, organise and present fieldwork data

· Describe fieldwork findings
	· Understand policies currently in place to manage an environmental issue at a chosen fieldwork site
· Collect and record fieldwork observations in a variety of ways
· Summarise findings and conclusions based on fieldwork data
	· Investigate and evaluate the sustainability of community proposals in response to an environmental issue
· Collect, organise and record of fieldwork observations in a variety of ways
· Summarise and analyse findings

	At Level 5, students use evidence to explain the variations in regions within Australia and surrounding regions. They describe differences in culture, living conditions and environmental issues. Students collect information from a wide variety of sources including fieldwork and present it in a range of forms using correct geographic conventions.

	Thinking processes

	· With teacher support, formulate appropriate research questions
· Evaluate the usefulness of information collected for a fieldwork report
 
	· Develop their own questions for fieldwork investigations
· Collect relevant information whilst in the field

· Evaluate this information for its usefulness and merit


	·  With teacher direction and using a range of strategies and self-formulated questions, identify information that would be appropriate for a fieldwork report
· With teacher and peer support, apply the principles of presenting a fieldwork report
	· Identify and synthesise relevant information gained in the field
· Use appropriate strategies to evaluate evidence
· Apply learnt strategies when writing a fieldwork report such as correct conventions on an AVD
	· Use self-generated selection criteria to locate and critically assess information from fieldwork data
· Independently apply learnt strategies when writing a fieldwork report such as correct conventions on an AVD

	At Level 5, students locate and select relevant information from varied sources when investigating a geographic landscape. They use a range of appropriate reasoning and analysis strategies when identifying, synthesising and evaluating evidence and developing a point of view. They use a range of discipline-based methodologies (e.g. geography).They demonstrate creativity and can solve problems using a range of appropriate strategies.

	Communication

	· Identify main ideas and supporting information in an AVD
· Use a variety of presentation formats such as maps and field sketches
	· Ask clarifying questions about ideas and information they listen to and view both in the field and when presenting fieldwork AVD
· Organise ideas logically and clearly in an AVD
	· Understand how graphics and illustrations such as maps and field sketches support meaning
· Plan carefully the presentation of a field report

· Use correct geographic language and presentation conventions
	· Recognise the connections between ideas and information, for example links between maps and appropriate explanations
· Select and clearly organise relevant ideas and information in a fieldwork report
	· Regularly use appropriate criteria to self assess the effectiveness of a fieldwork report
· Select and use presentation methods designed to make meaning clearer for the intended audience

· Widely use and understand geographic language and conventions

	At Level 5, students interpret complex information and evaluate the effectiveness of its presentation. When responding, they use specialised language appropriate to the context and purpose. They provide and use constructive feedback to develop effective communication skills.


Assessment Rubric—Transferring ideas: Uluru – How do 
we enquire about the world?
It is expected that Geospatial skills will be covered in the early part of Year 7. Most students would then be at Level 4, working towards Level 5. The work of the student in progressing towards Level 5 demonstrates that the student can:

	3.75
	4.0
	4.25
	4.5
	4.75

	Geographic knowledge, understanding and geospatial skills

	· Identify natural and human characteristics of the Uluru region
· Include the concepts of distance, location and direction in geographic descriptions.
	· Use geographic language to identify and describe the human and physical characteristics of Uluru in maps and photographs 
· Use maps to accurately describe the distance, direction and location of places
	· Identify the geographic characteristics of the Uluru region
· Collect information from a range of geographic media; for example, topographical maps and aerial photos
	· Explain how human activities and physical processes interact in the Uluru region
· Collect information from a range of data types and describe findings 
	· Analyse information from a range of geographic data to form a conclusion

	At Level 5, students use evidence to explain the variations in regions within Australia and surrounding regions. They describe differences in culture, living conditions and environmental issues. Students collect information from a wide variety of sources including fieldwork and present it in a range of forms using correct geographic conventions.

	Thinking processes

	· With teacher support,  formulate appropriate research questions
· Use creative thinking strategies to solve problems and answer questions
	· Develop their own questions for investigation
· Collect and evaluate relevant information from a range of sources
	·  With teacher direction and using a range of strategies and self-formulated questions, identify information that would be appropriate for a study of Uluru
	· Use appropriate strategies to evaluate information on maps and photographs
	· Use correct geographic techniques such as legend interpretation and using scale 

	At Level 5, students locate and select relevant information from varied sources when investigating a geographic landscape. They use a range of appropriate reasoning and analysis strategies when identifying, synthesising and evaluating evidence and developing a point of view. They use a range of discipline-based methodologies (e.g. geography).They demonstrate creativity and can solve problems using a range of appropriate strategies.
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