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The key to unlocking maps                Literacy/Geography
Look at pages 6 and 7 of the atlas.

1. Why is a key an essential part of every map?

_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
2. Identify the following point symbols (features at one particular place). Put a circle around the symbol that is easiest to recognise and a square around the symbol that is most difficult to recognise. 
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3. Draw your own symbols to help people quickly identify the following:


post office
  telephone           toilets          camping area      bike path      

4. What is the blue line symbol on the map on page 7? Why has this colour been used?

________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
5. What is the dark green area symbol used on the map on page 7? Why are colours mainly used instead of pictures for area symbols?

________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
6. Turn to the map of New Zealand on page 107. Use the key to help you
fill in the missing words.
On the South Island a mountain range separates __________ 
to the west and __________ to the east. The major rivers 

are all found on the __________ side of the range. The 

highest mountain in New Zealand, Mt __________, is also 

found here.
On the North Island you will find __________, the capital city 

of New Zealand. You will also find New Zealand’s largest city 

__________ and Lake __________, the largest lake.
7. Draw your own island below. Be sure to include a title, direction arrow, scale and a key. Your key can only contain point, line and area symbols. See how many items in the key your partner can identify.
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