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Worksheet 1.2—Old, old artefacts
The year is AD 3500. You are an archaeologist. You are working on a dig that very old satellite photographs suggest contains the buried remains of a large structure. You did your research: you think it may be the ancient Melbourne Cricket Ground. Explain how you will use each item of evidence your team uncovers, listed below, to support your opinion. (You do have an idea of what the ancient game of cricket involved.) Refer to pages 12 to 15 of the textbook for more information.
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Archival digital image of the site, thought to have been obtained in the early 2000s — one of
 the few primary sources you have. The area shown here is now open land. 

1
A ring of debris (approximately 175 metres long by 150 metres wide): rusted nails, pieces of shattered concrete, and sections of stained and corroded steel. 

2
A section of flattened metal about waist high. It is badly corroded but flecks of paint are still evident; parts of the letters ‘au’ and ‘li’ can just be detected. Before its name change in AD 2350, the country was called Australia. 

3
An oxidised bronze statue, nearly three metres tall, of a man in a cap. He holds what you know is a cricket bat and wears pads on the front of his legs. It was found among shattered pieces of black granite that had been inscribed. You can make out the letters ‘Bi ... n … rd’. From research, you know that Bill Ponsford was a famous Australian cricketer in the 19th century.

4
Six spots around the circumference of the ring where the scatter of shattered glass is more obvious.
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