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Worksheet 6.3 Be prepared!

In most of the disasters explored in this chapter, the effects were not the same for everybody who lived in the affected region. It seems that within every disaster that there are the ‘lucky few’ whose houses remain standing amidst the devastation of a destroyed city, or whose lives were spared. Perhaps the most famous example of this was the true story of the only man to survive an eruption of Mount Pelée on the island of Martinique in 1902. He survived because he was locked in a windowless cell in the island’s prison, surely one of the few times in history that going to prison saved a man’s life!

Many other people survive disasters because they were properly prepared before the disaster occurred. Source 6.39 on page 180 in your textbook shows how to properly prepare your house for a bushfire. It contains a series of tips and hints about building a home in a bushfire-prone area such as installing metal screens as well as tips about day to day preparations such as keeping leaves out of gutters and away from the trunks of trees.
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Imagine that you live in area prone to one of the other types of disasters explored in your textbook. Suitable examples include earthquakes, mudslides and floods.

1
Select one of these disasters and read about it in your textbook.

2
Make a list of the types of damage caused by this disaster to homes and buildings.

3
For each type of damage develop a strategy to help homes and buildings withstand it.

4
Draw a sketch of a building similar in style to the one on page 180 that shows each of your strategies. Use drawings of these strategies and labels around your diagram to explain them.

5
Page 180 also contains a quiz for people living in a bushfire prone area. Read this quiz and develop a similar one for the disaster that you have chosen. You may need to research this a little further.
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