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Worksheet 7.2 Western Australia’s mining boom

One of the countries in the Asia–Pacific region that has benefitted from the growth in demand for minerals is Australia. Much of our mineral wealth is located in Western Australia. Use your geography skills and the following maps and photographs from Oxford Atlas Project 3 to learn more about the location of mineral deposits in Australia and the changes that mining brings to natural and human environments.

Where are Australia’s mineral resources located?
Examine the following map and answer the associated questions in the space provided.
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1
Which minerals are mined in Victoria?

2
There are eleven mineral resources shown on this map. How many of these are mined in Western Australia?

3
Describe the distribution of iron mines in Western Australia (refer to pages 136 to 138 of your textbook).
4
There is a strong spatial association between gold mines and what other type of mineral deposit? 
How do mining operations change the natural environment?
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5
Use your atlas to find Kalgoorlie. Locate and label this town on the map of Australia on the previous page.

6
Describe the location of Kalgoorlie relative to mineral deposits shown on the map.

7
What examples of spatial change over time can you find in the photograph? You may need to consider what this environment would have looked like prior to the mining operations.

8
At what scale have these changes occurred? 

9
What similarities are there between this mine and the Grasberg mine described on pages 208 and 209 in the textbook? What are some of the differences?


Similarities: 

Differences:

How do mining operations change the human environment?

This is a satellite image of Port Hedland in Western Australia. Port Hedland exports more tonnes of goods than any other port in Australia, most of it iron ore from mines in the south and east of the state.
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10
Use your atlas to find Port Hedland. Locate and label this town on the map of Australia on the first page.

11
Describe the spatial association between Port Hedland and Western Australia’s iron deposits.

12
Use the scale on the image to estimate the distance between the airport and the wharf on Finucane Island. 
13
What are the two main transport methods used to move iron ore in Port Hedland? Give evidence from the satellite image to support your answer.
14
What are the highlighted terms in this worksheet called? What is the missing one?
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