The following cases present for abortion at 10 weeks unless otherwise stated:

(1) A fifteen year old girl who has been raped and is pregnant.

(2) A 19 year old – her third pregnancy all by different fathers – she is not married and is dependant on welfare.

(3) A 19 year old – first pregnancy – father is her boyfriend – she wants to go to University and a baby would interfere with her plans.

(4) A 40 year old woman – amniocentesis has determined that the foetus has Down’s syndrome.

i. She does not want the child to suffer.

ii. She cannot bear the thought of giving birth to such a child.

(5) A 25 year old woman – the baby has Tay Sachs disease (inevitable early death of the baby)

(6) A 25 year old woman – the baby has 50% chance of being deformed.

(7) A 30 year old woman – 10th pregnancy – she has syphilis – two previous infants have congenital syphilis, two others have tuberculosis – she has had three previous miscarriages and the father is an alcoholic.

(8) A 28 year old, first pregnancy, the parents are first cousins.  Ultrasounds show that the baby has osteogenesis imperfecta (a bone disease that causes deformities and multiple fractures)

(9) A 30 year old, 7th month of pregnancy, she has severe eclampsia and medical treatment has failed.
SOURCES

A. Exodus 21:22 – 23

“And if men strive together and hurt a woman with child, so that her fruit depart and yet no harm follow, he shall be surely fined, according as the woman’s husband shall lay upon him; and he shall pay as the judges determine.  But if any harm follow, then thou shall give life for life.
B. Mekhita Exodus, Nezikim 8
“Yet no harm follow” refers to harm to the woman; “he shall surely be fined” refers to compensation for the loss of the foetus.

C. Mishnah, Ohalot 7:6

If a woman in labour has a (life threatening) difficulty, one dismembers the embryo within her, removing it limb by limb, or her life takes precedence over its life.  But once its greater part has emerged it may not be harmed, for we do not set aside one life for another.

D.  Sanhedrin 72b

“Once the head has emerged it may not be harmed.”  Why, is he not the pursuer? The answer is that it is considered to be from heaven that she is pursued.
E. Rashi, Sanhedrin 72b
“ … removing it limb by limb.”  This is because as long as it has not emerged into the world it is not a human being and therefore it can be killed (only) in order to save its mother.

F. Maimonides, M.T. Hilkhot Rozeiah 1:9
The sages ruled that when a woman has difficulty in labout one may dismember the embryo within her, either with drugs or with surgery, because he is like a pursuer seeking to kill her.  But once the head has emerged, he may not be harmed, for we do not set aside one life for another.  This is the natural course for the world.

G. Arakhin 7a
Said Rabbi Nahman in the name of Samuel:  “When a woman dies on the Sabbath while she is on the birthstool, one brings a knife to cut open her abdomen and remove the foetus … even if one must carry the knife by way of public domain.”
