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Worksheet 7.3 Surfing the news
It seems that some countries in the Asia–Pacific region are often in the news for the wrong reasons. Military takeovers, mass protests, people smuggling and nuclear weapons developments have all been in the news from the region in recent times. In this activity you will learn how to keep up to date with the news from the region by using the news services freely available on the Internet.
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First, a good, reliable news service on the Iinternet. While using Google is often the first choice it is important to remember that this search engine lists all the news reports that it can find, regardless of their reliability. Sometimes groups or individuals will write a biased version of events and publish it on the Internet and this will then appear in the Google list of news reports. There are better internet locations for this activity at the websites of reputable news agencies. One of the best of these is the website at http://www.sbs.com.au/news/. Another good site is http://www.theage.com.au/world/ which is the website of The Age newspaper. The United Nations also has an excellent world news resource at http://www.un.org/news/.Visit each of these sites and have a look around. Make yourself familiar with the features of each site.

Next, find the most recent news reports on the Asia–Pacific region from each of these sites. On the SBS site this can be done by clicking on the ‘Regions’ icon. At The Age you will need to scroll down through all of the recent news. Note the useful links to other news sites at the bottom of the page. The United Nations site tends to focus on news related to the United Nations but you can focus in on the Asia–Pacific region by clicking on the region ‘News by region’ section at the top of the page.

Next, pick the top ten news items about change in the region. Use the examples on page 217 in the textbook for examples of the sort of news for which you should be looking. For each of these ten news items locate them on the Asia–Pacific map below and write a short description of what is happening at this place. There is an example shown on the map on the next page.
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Next, select one of your examples of change and use all three websites to find out as much as you can about the events occurring at this place. On a single A4 piece of paper, write a news article on these events. Include an eye-catching headline, a map of the region, a photograph, a description of the groups and individuals involved and a brief description of the events leading up to the events described in the websites. 
These news articles can be displayed on a classroom wall arranged around a large map of the region. You could join your article to the appropriate location on the map with a piece of string.
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Anti-government protests in Thailand force the cancellation of a meeting of 13 heads of government. Police respond by firing into the crowd, killing two protestors.
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