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Answers
Chapter 15
Religion and peace
Most of the activities in this chapter require considerable research. The following information should be used as an aid for students as they research new ideas and develop their own ideas. The selected websites will be very helpful starting points for students.

Because so many of the activities in this chapter are research-based and students’ work will vary, answers are provided only for those questions for which specific answers are applicable.
BUDDHISM

The following site provides a simple overview of all the significant elements of Buddhism that are central to an understanding of peace: http://www.buddhaweb.org/index.html
The kammatthanas: http://www.religionfacts.com/buddhism/practices/meditation.htm
HINDUISM

A guide to all aspects of Hinduism that may assist the study of Religion and Peace can be found at: http://hinduism-guide.com/hinduism/hinduism.htm
ISLAM

A useful overview to assist students in understanding the centrality of ‘Assalamu alaikum’ for Muslim adherents can be found at: http://www.muslimtents.com/aminahsworld/Salaam.html.  In particular this site provides links to Qur’an and Hadith that students can incorporate into responses.

An online searchable version of the Qur’an that will assist students in gaining individual references to incorporate into their responses is located at the Online Qur’an Project. This site is useful: 

http://al-quran.info/#&&sura=108&trans=en-shakir&show=both&format=rows&ver=1.00
A Sufi explanation of the ‘inner Qur’an’ is also very helpful in considering both inner and world peace: 

http://www.bmf.org/iswp/inner-quran.html
Sunnipath not only provides various versions of searchable hadith, it also provides a Q  & A section that is can be of assistance in establishing how jurisprudence determines the right path in relation to a range of issues that can by association be related to the issues of inner and world peace: http://www.sunnipath.com/Library/Hadith/
JUDAISM
An overview of the centrality of prophecy to Judaism with links to other useful sites that further explain the Hebrew prophets can be found at: http://www.myjewishlearning.com/texts/Bible/Prophets.shtml?TSBI .  Note also the link for Tikkun Olam cited in the textbook: http://www.mishkan.org/tikkunolam.html
Activities (p. 390, right column)

2
What is the Sutta Pitaka?

<answer required>.

3
How does the Dhannapada help the Buddhist understanding of power?

<answer required>.

4
Explain how or why the Four Noble Truths are critical to the understanding of peace.

<answer required>.

5
How do you think living the Five Precepts helps develop peaceful relationships?

<answer required>.

6
Why is the ahumsa critical for Buddhists to understand peace?

<answer required>.

7
Review the extracts from the Dhammapada provided in this chapter. What insights do they provide concerning the manner in which Buddhism assists adherents to attain peace?

<answer required>.

8
Explain how the Noble Eightfold Path provides the means for Buddhist adherents to be at peace within themselves and with others.

A reflection on the Noble Eightfold Path that poses questions for understanding its elements can be found at the following site and will assist students in coming to a better understanding of the relationship between belief and practice: http://vodpod.com/watch/1394328-the-noble-eightfold-path
Activities (p. 392, right column)

2
In what ways do such actions relate to Buddhist teachings on peace?

<answer required>

3
Explain the significance of engaging the international community in the process of advocacy for human rights for the people of Burma.

<answer required>

Activities (p. 394)

2
Based on the meaning of the term eirene and the frequency with which it occurs in the New Testament, what conclusions can be drawn about the essential meaning of peace in Christianity?

<answer required>

Activities (p. 401)
2
With reference to both the Aqida and the Five Pillars, explain the principal teachings about peace in Islam.

<answer required>

3
Explain how the Five Pillars provide Muslim adherents with the means of achieving inner peace.

The Five Pillars provide a structure that assists adherents in faithfully living the beliefs of the Aqida and maintaining their personal struggle for submission to God’s will, jihad bil-nafs. Overview of the Five Pillars with links to inner peace can be found at:  http://www.islam-guide.com/ch3-16.htm and http://www.islamic-center-santa-cruz.org/pillars.html
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