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VCE Unit 4 – Health and Human Development

Global health and human development
Suggested timeline, learning and teaching activities, and resources

The following Unit 4 outline is based on a semester of approximately 16/17 weeks.
	Key knowledge
	Learning and teaching activities
	Resources, etc.

	Weeks 1–2 (approx)

AREA OF STUDY 1 – Introducing global health and human development

Outcome 1 

On completion of this unit the student should be able to analyse factors contributing to variations in health status between Australia and developing countries, evaluate progress towards the United Nations’ Millennium Development Goals and describe the interrelationships between health, human development and sustainability
• definitions of developed and developing countries according to the WHO, including high/low mortality strata
• definitions of sustainability and human development according to the UN, including the human development index
	Definition of Human Development is the United Nations definition

Text – Definitions of developed and developing countries, pp. 255–257
Text – WHO country classifications and regions, pp. 257–260

Text – Definitions of sustainability and human development, pp. 261–264

	http://www.who.int/en/ –World Health Organization
www.un.org – United Nations Website

http://www.undp.org/ –United Nations Development Program (UNDP)

	Week 3

• similarities and differences in health status and human development between developing countries and Australia in relation to morbidity, mortality, life expectancy, burden of disease and human development index
	Text – Similarities and differences between developing countries and Australia, pp. 266–287

Text – Life expectancy, p. 268
Text – Mortality, pp. 269–285

Text – Morbidity, pp. 285–291


	Look up websites related to the human development index; including Wikipedia and United Nations Human Development Reports

	Week 4 SAC 1 (Outcome 1)
Assessment Task 1 – A response on the variations in health status between developing countries and Australia in one or more of the following forms: Written response / test / case study analysis / data analysis / visual presentation / multimedia presentation / oral presentation / blog (30 marks)


	Week 5
• the influence of income, gender equality, peace, education, access to healthcare, political stability, global marketing and physical environments on the health status of developing countries and Australia
	Text – Income, pp. 298–299
Text – Gender equality, pp. 300–301

Text – Peace, pp. 302–304
Text – Education, pp. 304–306

Text – Access to health care, pp. 306–308

Text – Political stability, p. 309

Text – Global marketing, pp. 310–313

Text – Physical environments, pp. 314–316
	

	Week 6

• the UN’s eight Millennium Development Goals, their purpose and the reasons why they are important
	Text – The Millennium Development Goals, pp. 317–336
Text – Assessment Success Activity 09D, pp.341–343

	http://www.un.org/millenniumgoals/ – Millennium Development Goals

http://www.undp.org/mdg/ – Millennium Development Goals

	Week 7

• the interrelationships between health, human development and sustainability to produce sustainable human development in a global context
	Text – Interrelationships between health, human development and sustainability, pp. 337–340
	

	Week 8 SAC 2 (Outcome 1)
Assessment Task 2 – A response on the contribution of the Millennium Development Goals to global health and sustainable human development in one or more of the following forms: Written response / test / case study analysis / data analysis / visual presentation / multimedia presentation / oral presentation / blog (30 marks)

	Week 9
AREA OF STUDY 2 – Promoting health and development globally
Outcome 2

On completion of this unit the student should be able to describe and evaluate programs implemented by international and Australian government and non-government organisations in promoting health, human development and sustainability
• different types of aid, including emergency aid, bilateral and multilateral, and how they are used to achieve global health and sustainable human development

	Text – Different types of aid, pp. 346–355
Text – Emergency aid, pp. 346–348
Text – Bilateral aid, p. 349

Text – Multilateral aid, pp. 349–351

Text –Other types of aid, pp. 352–355

	www.oecd.org – Official development assistance –Organisation for Economic Cooperation and Development

	Week 10

• the role of the UN in providing global health and sustainable human development through the following areas of action: world peace and security, human rights, humanitarian assistance and social and economic development
	Text – The role of the United Nations, pp. 356–365
Text – International peace and security, pp. 357–358
Text –  Human rights, pp. 359–360

Text –  Humanitarian action, pp. 360–363

Text –  Economic and social development, pp.363–365
	United Nations - http://www.un.org.au/


	Week 11

• the core functions of the WHO in providing global health and sustainable human development
	Text – the World Health Organization, pp. 366-368
	www.who.int – World Health Organization

www.who.int/features/2003/11/en/ – Aiko and Miriam – A Tale of Two Girls
Resource book – A life like mine, How children live around the world, UNICEF, DK Books, 2006 (available from OXFAM)

	Week 12

• the aims and objectives of the Australian Government’s AusAID and the role it plays in programs to improve global health and sustainable human development
	Text – AusAID, pp. 369–378
	www.ausaid.gov.au – AusAID website

AusAID Publication – FOCUS, free subscription

	Week 13

• the role of non-government organisations based in Australia in promoting global health and sustainable human development
	Text – The role of NGOs in Australia, pp. 391-407, with a detailed focus on:
– World Vision

– CARE Australia

– Médecins Sans Frontières

– Oxfam
	www.globaleducation.edna.edu.au – Global Education

www.worldvision.com.au – World Vision
www.careaustralia.org.au – CARE Australia

www.msf.org.au – Médecins Sans Frontières
www.oxfam.org.au – Oxfam
www.caritas.org.au – Caritas Australia

www.zonta.org – Zonta International, advancing the status of women worldwide

District 23 (includes Victoria), Birthing Kit Foundation (Australia)

	Week 14

• ways to ensure sustainability of programs including elements of appropriateness, affordability, equity
	Text – Ways to ensure sustainability of programs, pp. 444-445
	

	Week 15

• programs focusing on literacy, food security, HIV/AIDS and malaria, safe water and sanitation in terms of:

– reasons for the programs

– types of aid involved in the programs

– implementation of the programs
	Text – Literacy, pp. 414–422
Text – Food security, pp. 423–430

Text – HIV/AIDS and malaria, pp. 431–437

Text – Safe water and sanitation, pp. 438–443
	www.yeah.org.au – DVD – A Closer Walk, a film about HIV/AIDS in the world, 2005, 85 minutes, available for download from this website
Numerous websites are available for information relating to HIV/AIDS, World Health Organization has some good material

	Week 16/17 SAC 3 (Outcome 2)

Assessment Task 3 – A response in one or more of the following forms: Written response / test / case study analysis / data analysis / visual presentation / multimedia presentation / oral presentation / blog (40 marks) 


Aim to complete all Assessment Tasks in Term 3 – which leaves Term 4 for revision.
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