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Investigating the Past: Archaeology, History and Science
Topic test (30 marks)

Preservation and destruction of evidence (Total marks: 5)
1
Imagine that your home has been destroyed by an earthquake. It has not been rebuilt and has been buried for over 1000 years. Archaeologists from the year 3197 AD are about to excavate the remains.

a
List 4 objects from your house that would have been preserved. (2 marks)
__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

b
Which room of the house might have been the best preserved? Why? (1 mark) 
__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

c
Give two examples of conditions of climatic, soil, etc., that might preserve human and perishable material for much longer than would normally be expected. (1 mark)
__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

d
Give two examples of the way in which the actions of humans have contributed to the destruction of evidence. (1 mark)
__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

Archaeological method (Total marks: 15)
1
Briefly explain how each of the following may help the archaeologist to locate a site for excavation. (2 marks each)
Field survey
__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

Soil marks
__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

Shadow marks
__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

Resistivity surveying

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

2
What term is used to describe the excavation and study of a site by systematic removal of each layer of  soil and an examination of the layers and finds in relation to each other? (2 marks)

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

3
Build your own baulk: chronological sequence. (5 marks)

Number each of the following finds from an archaeological dig in correct sequence, beginning with 1 for the earliest find 
_____
Roman coin dated to reign of Emperor Nero

_____
bronze cooking cauldron

_____
dinosaur fossil
_____
copper bracelet

_____
stone hand-axe

Dating (Total marks: 10)
1
Explain the difference between archaeological (relative) and scientific (absolute) dating. (2 marks)

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

2
Name two scientific dating techniques. (1/2 mark each)

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

3
Which method of dating could be used to date each of the following items. (1/2 mark each)
a marble statue of Alexander the Great

__________________________________________________________

teeth from a human jaw bone

__________________________________________________________

a glazed pottery jar
__________________________________________________________

fossil remains of our human ancestors 
__________________________________________________________

tapestry wall hanging from a medieval castle

__________________________________________________________

fresco from the Palace of Knossos
__________________________________________________________

iron horseshoe from a Roman site
__________________________________________________________

animal bones
__________________________________________________________

wooden chest

__________________________________________________________

piece of jewellery

__________________________________________________________

4
Explain the principle on which carbon-14 dating works (2 marks)

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________
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