Glossary

Applying: See Independent practice.

Critical literacy: Understanding representation, reader positioning and ideological practice in texts.

Etymological knowledge: Knowledge of the origins of words.

Everyday texts: Spoken, print and non-print texts that are part of daily life and used in the home, school and wider community.

Formats: The way the content of text is finally presented or published.

Forums: The live, electronic or paper-based settings or contexts in which language and text types for different purposes can be used.

Four resources model: The sets of resources or literacy practices that literate people draw upon and use.

Functional grammar: Primarily a focus on how language works to achieve different purposes.

Genre: The social practices that are reflected in texts created to achieve specific purposes.

Graphophonic knowledge: Knowledge about the relationship between sounds and letters in reading and writing.

Guided practice: The students doing a task with the teacher helping and providing feedback at key points in the process.

Guided reading: A teaching procedure in which the teacher works closely with a small group of students with similar needs as they read a text of which each child has a copy.

Independent practice: The students work independently, applying the skills and knowledge they have learnt during demonstrations and guided practice situations.

Interactive writing: A teaching practice in which the teacher and students jointly compose and share the actual writing (scribing) of a text. They discuss and negotiate decisions about the writing.

Joint construction or deconstruction: The teacher and students have shared responsibility for doing the task together. Through discussion and demonstration the students and teacher make decisions about which actions need to be taken during the demonstration.

Literary texts: Texts (written and spoken) that use language in creative and expressive ways to represent, re-create, shape and explore human experience.

Modelling or demonstration: Explicit demonstration during which the teacher verbalises the processes involved so that the students see and understand the thinking processes as well as the physical actions required to do the task.

Morphemes: The smallest units of meaning in words. 

Morphemic knowledge: Knowledge of the units of meaning within words and how words are structured using morphemes.

Multiliteracies: Multiple kinds of literacies used to effectively communicate within diverse cultural and social settings and the modes of delivery of the communication.

Multi-media texts: Texts that are created using all or a combination of the following design elements—visual, audio, spatial, linguistic and spatial.

Multi-modal texts: Texts that combine two or more language modes.

Semantic knowledge: Knowledge of word meanings and concepts and personal, general knowledge to create meaning.

Semiotics: The signs, symbols and design elements of visual texts that work together to produce meaning.

Shared reading: The joint reading, exploration, discussion and enjoyment of a text that is fully visible to both teacher and students.

Shared writing: The joint writing of a text.

Syntactic knowledge: Knowledge of the grammatical and organisational structures of language.

Text formats: The way published text is presented.

Text types: Texts with specific structures and features for specific purposes.

Top-level structure: The standard organisational structure of information according to the purpose of the text.

Traditional grammar: Primarily a focus on parts of speech.

Visual literacy: The ability to interpret and use design elements of visual texts and to understand how they can be used for particular purposes in specific contexts. 
