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Worksheet 10.3—Causes and consequences
One of the principles of history, and of life, is cause and effect. Everything you do—whether it is good or bad, careless or careful, wise or foolish—will have some outcome. For example, choosing not to study will certainly have an outcome, as will determining to really look after your health. An unpleasant outcome is not ‘someone else’s’ fault if one can choose not to cause it. On the other hand, a positive outcome is owed to someone who chooses to take action that will bring this about.

This principle — of cause and consequence — applies to how one regards the laws of the land, as it does to everything else. There are consequences for breaking, and for keeping, the law.

In the box below are a number of words. Choose from these, ticking a word off as used, to fill in the blanks in the following paragraphs.

	jury
	payment
	sick
	defendant
	prison
	rape

	parties
	consequences
	faulty
	removed
	magistrate
	detention

	life
	damages
	court
	breakdown
	serious
	services

	barking
	wronged
	sentenced
	trespassing
	murder
	judge

	plaintiff
	society
	citizenship
	release
	loss
	offenders


People who break criminal laws commit crimes against the good of the __________________ they live in. Crimes include such things as __________________, manslaughter, _____________________ and violent assault. There are _______________________ for those who break these laws: for a start, ____________________ certainly damage themselves. Sadly, though, they often damage others by their action. They work against good _______________________. This is why people who break criminal laws are sometimes _____________________________ from society and sent to _________________ or to juvenile ______________________ facilities. It is hoped there that they learn to better fit into society after their __________________________. Some offenders commit crimes that are so _______________ they are __________________________ to _____________________ imprisonment.

Crimes are judged in a ________________________ of law presided over by a _____________________ (or by a ___________________________, if the crime is less serious). In some instances a judge will decide on the case; other times it will be a ___________________________.
The consequences of a breakdown in civil law is a _______________________________ between two ______________________— the party claiming to have been wronged (called the _______________) and the party defending themselves against the claim (called the __________________________). Some causes of civil disputes include ________________________________ on someone else’s property, supplying ______________ goods or ___________________________, or doing nothing to curb a persistently __________________ dog. A civil dispute may arise, for example, because someone gets very _________________ eating food from a particular restaurant and decides to take that restaurant to court. The plaintiff is hoping for payment of _____________________ as a consequence. The damages suffered may be prolonged __________________ of income due to illness, and hospital and other medical costs. The consequence of someone doing wrong under the civil code of laws is usually __________________ of money to the other party.
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