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Worksheet 8.2 Shackleton’s diary
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As you read about the adventures of Ernest Shackleton on pages 238 and 239 of the textbook, you are finding out about one of the most remarkable stories of human endurance and survival. It can be difficult for us today to fully understand the conditions that the men faced and the equipment that they had with them to help them survive the conditions. 

In 1914, when Shackleton set out on his journey, he had no way of communicating with the outside world as he had no radio or telephone communications. Some historians have compared journeys to Antarctica at this time as being like trips to the Moon decades later.

Whether trapped in the ice, drifting in the Southern Ocean, aboard the lifeboat or crossing South Georgia, Shackleton carried his diary with him and used it consistently. In it he recorded the details of his journey and his thoughts, emotions and fears. Some of the entries from this remarkable diary are in your textbook. It is from this diary, and the photographs from Australian photographer Frank Hurley who was on the expedition, that we are able to better understand this amazing man and why other Antarctic explorers called him ‘The Boss”. Indeed, one insisted that when everything was going wrong that you should ‘get down on your knees and pray for Shackleton’.

Here are some more entries from Shackleton’s diary:

Suddenly the floe on the port side cracked and huge pieces of ice shot up from under the port bilge. Within a few seconds the ship keeled over until she had a list of thirty degrees to port. 
Pack-ice might be described as a gigantic and interminable jigsaw-puzzle devised by nature.
The final stage of the journey had still to be attempted.... Over on Elephant Island 22 men were waiting for the relief that we alone could secure for them. Their plight was worse than ours. We must push on somehow.
1
Match the diary entries above with one of the stages of Shackleton’s adventure.

2
Write five more entries from the diary, using the language and writing style of Ernest Shackleton.  Choose some important moments in his adventure to write about but also write a few entries when nothing much was happening at all such as the 281 days he was trapped in the pack ice.

3
Research the Antarctic photographs of Frank Hurley on the internet and use them to illustrate your diary entries.
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