Preface

This book has been written as a resource for the teaching of and about writing texts for specific purposes.

Chapters 1 to 6 describe the theory, program planning and teaching practices that underpin a comprehensive approach to teaching and learning about the purposes for writing and the text types that students will use as readers and writers. This edition has a greater focus on multi-literacies, literacy practices and teaching focuses at whole text, paragraph, sentence, word group and word level.

Chapters 7 to 17 describe in more detail some of the text types for specific purposes.

Each chapter includes:

· a description of the purpose, the overall structure and language features of specific texts

· examples of teaching focuses that can be transferred to many different contexts using various books

· oral, written and reading activities that can be used to immerse the children in the use of the text type

· assessment checklists to assist in planning of the program and for the monitoring of each student’s progress

· lists of resources that include examples of the specific text type.

Some chapters include a unit of work to demonstrate one way of making explicit the links between reading and writing.
