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Measuring curved distances
Not all measurement on maps is in straight lines. It is sometimes important to know the distance along a curved road, a winding river or an uneven coastline. Using a piece of string or floss, follow the shape of the feature on the map. Next, straighten the string along the line scale to determine the real distance. 
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1
What are the distances of the following curved features? 

a
The road around Uluru (p. 80)

b
The railway line between Alice Springs and Darwin (p. 81)

c
The Brisbane River (p. 89)

d
The NSW/Victoria border (p. 91)

2
You are preparing a map to help the organisers accurately mark out the sports oval for the annual athletics carnival. You have only the base map on the following page, a 30 centimetre length of string and coloured pencils or pens. A runner completing one complete lap in the outside lane will travel exactly 400 metres. 

a
Prepare a map featuring all map features outlined on page 4. Include all of the following:
i
One finish line where all events will finish.

ii
The starting marks for each competitor in the 200 and 400 metre events.

iii
The starting line for the 100 metres race.

b
Describe the steps you took in making your map and what you have learned.
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