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World population                              Literacy/Science
The world’s population is growing more quickly than it ever has before. About 
6.7 billion people now live on Earth, with the most rapid population growth occurring in Asia, Africa and Latin America.

1. Look at page 32. Use division and multiplication skills to work out:
a. How many babies are born every day? __________

b. How many babies are born in a year? __________
2. Complete this table using the world map on page 32.

	Continent
	% of world population
	% of world land area

	Africa
	
	

	Antarctica
	
	

	Asia
	
	

	Australia/Oceania
	
	

	Europe
	
	

	North America
	
	

	South America
	
	


3. Look at the table above.

a. Which is the most crowded continent?

________________________________________________________________

b. Which is the least crowded continent?

________________________________________________________________

4. Look carefully at the density pictograms on page 33. Population density is worked out by dividing the size of the population by the area in which they live. 
a. Find the population densities from the pictograms on page 33 and write the information into the last column of the table on the next page.
b. Use a calculator to help you work out the areas of the countries in the table below. Divide the population by the population density to work out the area of the country.

	Country
	Population
	Area (sq km)
	Population density

	Monaco
	       32 671
	
	

	Singapore
	  4 553 009
	
	

	Australia
	20 434 176
	
	

	Mongolia
	  2 951 786
	
	


c. Why is Monaco such a crowded country when it has the lowest population?

________________________________________________________________

d. Australia has a large population, but a low population density. Why?
________________________________________________________________
5. When we read numbers, we read them in groups of hundreds, tens and ones. 
a. Use the information in the graph at the top of page 33 to fill in the following place value chart to help you read the populations of the world’s five largest countries. The first one has been completed for you.

	
	Billions
	Millions
	Thousands
	Ones

	Country
	Hund.
	Tens
	Ones
	Hund.
	Tens
	Ones
	Hund.
	Tens
	Ones
	Hund.
	Tens
	Ones

	Brazil
	
	
	
	2
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	Indonesia
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	USA
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	India
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	China
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


b. Write in words the populations of the countries in the table. For example, Brazil has a population of two hundred million people.

i. The USA has a population of _____________________________________.
ii. Indonesia has a population of ____________________________________.
iii. India has a population of ________________________________________.
iv. China has a population of _______________________________________.
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