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Worksheet 7.1 Australia’s islands and territories
Australian territory does not end at the beach. Australia lays claim to sea and island resources hundreds and sometimes thousands of kilometres from the mainland. This gives Australia the right to use the resources of the oceans and the islands within it. These resources, such as fisheries and oil fields are worth billions of dollars each year. Within these territories lie thousands of islands, most of which are controlled by one of the mainland states. The largest of these islands is of course Tasmania, but there are thousands of others. In this worksheet you will find out about this unique Australian environment.

1
Australia’s Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) is a region of ocean and sea floor that surrounds Australia. Australia has exclusive rights to all the resources in this region including oil, gas and fisheries. This zone extends from Australia’s shores to 200 miles (320 kilometres) offshore. Use a grey lead pencil to mark this zone onto the following outline map.
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2
What problems did you find when marking on Australia’s EEZ in the northern part of your map?

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

3
What solution do you think Australia and its neighbours have found to deal with this problem?

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

4
Australia’s EEZ also extends 320 kilometres from its offshore islands and territories. There are thousands such islands. Here is a list of some of these. Use your understanding of latitude and longitude (see pages 176-177 in your textbook) to locate these islands and territories on your outline map. You may have some difficulty marking on all of Australia’s Antarctic Territory but mark on as much as you can.
	Island/territory
	Latitude
	Longitude

	Christmas Island
	10S
	105E

	Cocos Islands
	12S
	96E

	Norfolk Island
	29S
	167E

	Heard Island
	53S
	73E

	MacQuarie Island
	54S
	158E

	Lord Howe Island
	33S
	159E

	Coral Sea Islands centred on Willis island
	16S
	149E

	Australian Antarctic Territory
	90S
	160E to 45E


5
Which of Australia’s islands are located furthest from the Australian mainland?

_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

6
What advantages are there for Australia in controlling land so far from the mainland?

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

7
What difficulties would this cause?

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

8
On your map, use a compass to mark on the 320km EEZ around each of Australia’s islands. Where this joins the EEZ that extends from the mainland merge them together. Sketch the EEZ that extends from Australia’s Antarctic Territory.
9
What have you learned in this worksheet about Australia’s territories and islands?

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________
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