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Choropleth maps                                                   Literacy/Geography
Choropleth maps help break down a lot of information into groups. Colour is then used to display the information to help give the reader a quick impression of the pattern. Look at page 9 of the atlas.

1. How do choropleth maps use colour to give the reader a quick idea of the pattern?

______________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
2. Look at the map of life expectancy around the world.

a. Australians have a high life expectancy of over 75 years. Name two other countries where people expect to live for more than 75 years.

________________________________________________________________
b. Complete this sentence. Most of Asia has a life expectancy of 

between __________ and _________ years.

c. Which continent has the lowest life expectancy? Why might people in this continent not live for as long as other people in the world?

________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
3. A child dies every 15 seconds from diseases caused by drinking and washing in contaminated water. Look at the choropleth map on page 48.
a. Which continent has the lowest access to safe drinking water?

________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
b. What colours have been used to show access to safe water? Why?
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________

4. Oxford Atlas Project 2 has a statistics section on pages 160 to 163. Use the data to draw your own choropleth map of life expectancy in Africa on the map of Africa on the following page. 

a. Select three colours in the same colour range, i.e. dark brown, mid-brown, yellow. 

b. Find the statistics for Africa on pages 162 and 163.

c. Locate the column for life expectancy and place a ruler or sheet of paper next to it to block out some of the other information

d. Find the countries where life expectancy is under than 50 years. Colour these in the lightest shade.

e. Find the countries where life expectancy is between 50 years and 70 years. Colour these in the middle shade.

f. Find the countries where life expectancy is over 70 years. Colour these in the darkest shade.

5. Look carefully at your completed map.

a. Give one example of a country in the following categories:
Over 70 years _______________   
50 to 70 years _______________
Under 50 years _______________  
b. Describe the pattern on your map. Use direction to help you, i.e. in the north of the continent, in the south of the continent, in central Africa.

i. The countries with an average life expectancy over 70 years
are generally found _______________________________________________.
ii. The countries with an average life expectancy under 50 years
are generally found _______________________________________________.
iii. An exception to the pattern is _______________________________.
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