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The concept of scale
As well as using scale to determine the actual size of objects and regions, the word scale also refers the size of an area being studied. 

1.
The smallest area that you study in geography is called the local scale. Look at the satellite image on page 76. This is a local scale example of a town. What is the main purpose of this town?

2.
If you are studying an area larger than the local area and it has something that sets it apart from neighbouring areas, this is a study at the regional scale. 

a.
The town identified in question 1 is part of a larger region. What is it called? (see page 76)
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b.
The map below shows the extent of this region. Use the map on page 77 to describe what this region is like.

c.
Most of Australia's iron ore is mined in the region, mainly at Tom Price and Newman (B4). Trains take the iron ore to which two ports?

3.
The next largest scale is the national scale where you can study a theme related to a particular country. Turn to page 51 for an example at a national scale.

a.
Describe what is shown on this map.

b.
What is the main activity in the Pilbara region?

c.   What is the main activity in Victoria?

4.
Studies at the international scale refer to two or more countries. About 90% of Australia’s iron ore is sent from the Pilbara region to steel makers in Japan, South Korea, China and Taiwan. Use arrows on the world map at the end of this worksheet to show the export link between the Pilbara region and the importing countries (countries can be located on the world political map on pages 108–9).

5.
If you are studying something that affects the whole world then this is studying at the global scale. Often when studying something at the global scale we use local or regional case studies to examine how smaller areas of the Earth’s surface or individual communities are affected. 

a.
What global pattern is shown on the map on page 50?

b.
Use the map on page 50 to describe the global pattern of iron ore mining.
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