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15. Teacher notes: Religion and Peace

Approaching the study of Religion and Peace
1
In the chapter Religion and Peace, Figure 15.1 (page 387) explains the inter-related approach that will optimise student understanding of the components of this study. It is important that the Syllabus bullet points not be approached independently. No one aspect of this study can exist without the other.

2
Students are required to study two religious traditions. It is recommended that these be drawn from the religious traditions that they have studied in other areas of the course. For example, if they have studied Hajj as a practice within Islam, they can use this to exemplify the manner in which the tradition assists the adherent to attain and sustain (note the two aspects) inner peace in their lives.
3
It is imperative that your students have current examples of individuals, organisations and movements within the religious traditions they are studying that illustrate the application of principal beliefs to daily life (inner peace) and communal situations (world peace). A number of web links are provided throughout the chapter on Religion and Peace. However, your students are encouraged to find their own examples and to maintain a close media watch to ensure that they use examples that are current at the time they are completing the HSC examination.

4
Unit students will be required to complete an extended response question for this section of the Syllabus. The Board of Studies recommends a length of 800 words for such a response, although many students will complete 1000+ words in the approximately 35 minutes that they have to complete this section of the HSC examination. It is important that students have adequate preparation to respond to any question that appears in the HSC examination. In addition to the questions provided at the end of the chapter in the textbook, the following variations may also be of assistance. Rather than students completing individual responses this could be a group task where students may develop a scaffold for answering a particular question and sharing it with the class. 

NB Remember that the HSC examination committee for all sections of the examination can draw on the Syllabus Outcomes to formulate questions. This can give a slight variation in the style of question.

a
Evaluate how the belief systems of two religious traditions influence individuals and society in respect to peace.
b
Evaluate how the belief system of one religious tradition influences individuals and society in respect to peace.  

c
Explain how the foundational teachings about peace are expressed in the sacred texts of two religious traditions and subsequently impact the lives of adherents.  

d
Explain how the foundational teachings about peace are expressed in the sacred texts of one religious tradition and subsequently impact the lives of adherents.  

e
Analyse the extent to which the principal beliefs of two religious traditions inform the experience of peace for individual adherents.  

f
Analyse the extent to which the principal beliefs of one religious tradition informs the experience of peace for individual adherents. 

g
Evaluate the influence of the sacred texts of two religious traditions in the application of belief to  issues of world peace. 

h
Evaluate the influence of the sacred texts of one religious tradition in the application of belief to issues of world peace.  

i
To what extent (NB read a question like this as analyse. The Board of Studies will not always use verbs to start the question anymore) do two religious traditions provide support for individual adherents in the pursuit of inner peace. 

j
To what extent does one religious tradition provide support for individual adherents in the pursuit of inner peace. 
k
Assess the extent to which two religious traditions, through the applications of their teachings, are contributing to world peace.  

l
Assess the extent to which one religious tradition, through the applications of its teachings, is contributing to world peace. 
5
Develop a team approach to the study of Religion and Peace. For example, choose one of the response topics above and have students initially work in pairs to develop the content they would include in their answer. This is then shared with the class to develop a summary of material that would lead to an exemplar response:
Religion and Peace: Team essay guide

Analyse the extent to which one religious tradition provides support for individual adherents in maintaining inner peace.

Tradition chosen:

Key concepts to include in the response:
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	Sacred Text (examples)
	Link to key concept
	Link to principal beliefs

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


	Specific examples 
	Link to key concept

	e.g. Ramadan
	Reading the Qur’an from sunrise to sunset = assists submission = assists inner peace 

	
	

	
	

	
	


6
The viva voce task that appears on the Soldiers of Peace website (http://www.soldiersofpeacemovie.com/) provides a medium for students to extend their understanding of the concept of peace in relation to the principal beliefs of the traditions they are studying.
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