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Worksheet 1.1—Construction of a Viking longboat

	Viking longboats were remarkable vessels. They carried Viking traders and explorers great distances, through cold seas and along long rivers. The speed and dexterity of these boats also enabled Vikings to make ‘lightning raids’ on communities and monasteries in nearby lands. To own a boat was a sign of great wealth and power. In fact, many Viking rulers were buried or cremated in their boats. 

The remains of some longboats have been found, like the boat illustrated on page 9 of the textbook and the one shown at right.
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This boat, found in Osberg, Norway, was built over 1000 years ago.
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Based on what you have learned about the Vikings from the textbook, and using your own knowledge, ‘make sense’ of the table below by correctly joining items in the left-hand column with those in the right.

	Longboat construction method
	Advantage provided

	Wood used for the keel and planks was submerged in the sea for many weeks, and then totally dried before use,
	The boat could be carried over land by the crew (e.g. from one river to the next).

	Planks forming the hull were overlapped and joined with iron rivets.
	Because these parts of the boat needed flexible wood that could be easily curved into shape with the help of steam.

	Reindeer hair, cow hair or moss was mixed with tar to fill any joints.
	The boat did not have to reverse should a quick ‘getaway’ be needed.

	The hull rose up high at both the prow and stern (front and back).
	This allowed the boat to sail in waters about one metre deep: boats could sail very close to shore for an attack and navigate shallow rivers.

	Young, green saplings were selected for the boat’s internal ‘ribs’.
	This provided options: relief for the sailors when travelling long distances with a good wind, and a means of moving if the wind was light or still.

	The boat was built with a shallow draft (the part of the boat that lies below the waterline).
	The wood soaked up salt deep into its structure. Once dry, this wood was more resistant to damage from seawater (e.g. rotting).

	The boat was relatively lightweight.
	Boat construction took a long time, especially seasoning the wood (soaking it in salty water). Having the ‘construction site’ close to home was an advantage in Norway’s harsh climate.

	The boat had a mast and a large square sail, as well as many oars.
	This allowed for both speed in the water and for the room to transport goods (e.g. for trade) and/or many warriors (e.g. for an attack).

	The prow and stern of the boat were of identical design.
	This helped to make the shell of the boat waterproof.

	A boat was built on the ground, from the bottom up.
	This improved flexibility: the hull could flex with the movement of waves, making the boat more stable in choppy seas.

	The shape of the boat was long and sleek, but wide in the centre.
	This provided extra protection against the crash of high waves.


2
Consider the information you have gained about Viking longboat construction by completing the table above. Remembering to give reasons for your point of view, in your opinion, what construction feature do you think:

a
most advantaged the Viking longboat as a long-distance seagoing vessel?

b
most advantaged the Viking longboat as a warship suitable for ‘lightning raids’ on unsuspecting communities?

c
was the Viking longboat’s greatest weakness?
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