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Worksheet 1.2—Investigating Viking mythology
Norse (Viking) mythical stories begin with the creation of the world and end with the great battle of Ragnarok (see page 15 of the textbook). The time leading up to this final battle is one of constant spiritual conflict. 

The stories are of gods, goddesses, giants, light elves (who live in the sky or bright places), dark elves (who live in caves or gloomy forests), dwarves and beasts. These mythical creatures live in a number of realms that make up the heavens, the earth itself, and the regions of the dead below. 

Many of the gods and goddesses were related, and all were responsible for some aspect(s) of life on earth. For example:
•
Bragi was the god of poetry

•
Hel was the goddess of the dead

•
Ran was the god of sea worms

•
Try was the god of war

•
Idun was the goddess of youth.

Below are a modern artist’s illustration some three more common Viking gods.
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	The one-eyed Odin, chief of all gods, is also the god of death and wisdom.
	Thor is the god of thunder.
	Vidar, a son of Odin, slays the wolf that kills his father.


Other mythical creatures included the Norns: three female spirits who decided the fate of all who lived in the world. There were also warrior women called Valkyries, who served and fought for the god Odin. And there were some human beings.

On the next page is a concept map outlining some of the figures in Viking mythology. Use your investigation skills to find, through research, information to complete each of the shaded boxes. You may find the following website useful (and entertaining!), but conduct your investigation in any way you choose: http://www.godchecker.com/pantheon/norse-mythology.php
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