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Worksheet 3.3—Design an ancient Greek temple
You are an architect in ancient Greece. You have been asked to design a new temple. Use the image below and examples on pages 72 to 74 of the textbook for inspiration. You may wish to use ICT tools to plan the design or present it. Annotate your completed design with explanatory labels and measurements. Draw both the front and side elevations (i.e. the view looking directly front on, and directly side on).
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Front elevation view of the remains of an ancient Greek temple

You will need to make these decisions:

•
What factors will you use to judge whether or not your completed design is a success? Decide on at least three before you begin.

•
How high, wide and deep will the structure be? Use the information on Fibonacci numbers and the Golden Mean (on page 74 of the textbook) to help you decide. Measurements will need to be scaled down to fit on a page. For example, if you decide your temple will be 50 metres wide, 80 metres deep and 40 metres high (to the highest point), this would be scaled down to, say: 10 cm wide x 16 cm deep x 8 cm high.

•
What sort of columns will you use: Doric, Ionic or Corinthian? (See examples on page 73 of the textbook.)

•
How you will decorate the frieze and the pediment? The frieze is the horizontal panel that runs around the perimeter of the temple, just above the columns. The pediment is the triangular section at each end under the flattish roof. Check out this website to see some sculptures that decorated the frieze of the Parthenon in Athens: http://www.ancient-greece.org/art/parthenon-frieze.html.

•
How many steps will lead up from the ground level to the base of your temple?

Show your completed design to a partner. Explain and justify your design choices. Decide, through discussion, how it measures up against the factors you set for judging its success.
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