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Worksheet 5.1—The Silk Road
The map below shows the broad route of the ancient Silk Road. In reality, it was made up of many roads and tracks, which all generally headed in the directions shown here. The Silk Road helped to open up the ancient worlds of civilisations such as ancient Rome to the East. It enabled the transfer of goods and ideas between East and West. (See pages 140 to 145 of the textbook for more information. A colour version of the map below is on page 141.)
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The Silk Road

1
In your own words, explain where the Great Wall of China starts and ends.
2
Suggest why part of the Silk Road followed the wall so closely for a distance.

3
Name two types of landform through which the Silk Road ran. What difficulties would each have posed for travellers?

4
Use an atlas to identity the mountainous range north of the Ganges River and the desert to the west and north of the Great Wall.

5
Use an atlas to identify all modern-day countries through which arms of the Silk Road once passed. 

6
Explain how a trade route such as this would have helped to strengthen the civilisations that used it.
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