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Worksheet 2.1—Medieval church windows
The Christian Church played a key role in daily life in medieval Europe and England. Almost everyone was a Christian and lived according to the teachings of the Church. 

	Until the 15th century, however, when Gutenberg invented the printing press, monks were usually the only people who could read and write, and who had access to books. Ordinary people relied on what they were told by village priests, on what they heard and saw in religious plays, and on what they saw in the stained-glass windows of churches. Scenes, such as the one at right, helped to form and reinforce their beliefs. These windows played a part in educating and ordering society.
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This stained-glass window from a church in Europe is one of a series depicting the life of John the Baptist.

Think about what helps to influence and control what you believe. For each of the factors listed below, give it a rating from 1 to 5 (with 5 being highest rating) to indicate how influential it is in ordering your thinking.
	
	Your ranking (1–5)

	What your parents tell you.
	

	What you see in television news and documentaries.
	

	What is contained in religious texts.
	

	What your mates at school say.
	

	What you read in the newspapers.
	

	What you see in television ‘soap’ series.
	

	What your teacher tells you.
	

	What Australia’s laws and regulations say.
	

	What you see in movies.
	

	What your best friend says.
	

	What you read in popular teen magazines.
	

	What your school rules say.
	

	What you read about on Facebook.
	

	What you see or hear in advertisements.
	

	What you believe to be right for you.
	

	What your pop and movie ‘heroes’ do and say.
	

	What you see and hear in places of worship.
	

	What you hear on the radio.
	

	What you see and hear on TV reality shows.
	

	What the house rules of your family are.
	


Now analyse the data on the previous page. Look at all those points you have rated as 4 or 5. Think about what these say about you. Look at all those you have rated as 1 or 2 and do the same.

Use this self-knowledge to write a brief paragraph below about what you believe helps to influence and order your thinking, and make you the unique person you are.
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