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Animals adapt to their habitats          Literacy/Science
There are many weird and wonderful animals in the world. Characteristics such as long necks or thick fur come from adaptations to help animals live in their surroundings.

1. The animals on pages 30 and 31 live in different environments. Each animal’s body has changed over time to help it live in its environment. We call this physical adaptation. Complete the table below to show how each animal has adapted to its environment.
	Animal
	Environment
	Physical adaptation

	Bilby
	
	

	Burrowing owl
	
	

	Giraffe 
	
	

	White-handed gibbon
	
	

	Musk oxen
	
	

	Snow leopard
	
	


2. Turn to page 136 in the atlas.

a. What animal is shown here?

________________________________________________________________
b. What type of habitat does this animal live in?

________________________________________________________________
c. Note one physical adaptation that would help it live in this environment.

________________________________________________________________

d. If this animal is well adapted to its habitat, why is it in danger of becoming extinct?

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

3. Turn to page 158 in the atlas.

a. What type of habitat do polar bears live in?

________________________________________________________________
b. What physical adaptations would help polar bears live in this environment?

________________________________________________________________
c. Here is a fantasy animal that is well adapted to a desert environment. Draw your own fantasy animal that is well adapted to a polar environment where polar bears live. Add labels to explain the purpose of the physical adaptations.
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