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Climate graphs





   Numeracy/Geography
Geographers use special climate graphs to show the average temperature and average rainfall of a place. When you are reading climate graphs, read the line graph (temperature) from the left axis and the bar graph (rainfall) from the right axis.

1. Turn to page 64 of the atlas. Weather refers to the daily changes in the atmosphere. What is climate?

____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________
2. Turn to page 65 of the atlas and look at the climate graphs.

a. Which capital city has the warmest average temperature over the
year? 
__________________________________________________________
b. Which capital city receives the most rainfall on average?

__________________________________________________________
c. In which month does Perth usually receive the most rainfall?

__________________________________________________________
d. In which month does Adelaide usually receive its warmest temperatures?

     _________________________________________________________
e. How much rain does Darwin usually receive in January and July?

January __________

July __________
f. What is the average temperature in Melbourne in January and July?

January __________

July  __________
3. Turn to page 109 of your atlas. What is the wettest place in the world and in which country is it found?
________________________________________________________________
4. Draw your own climate graph for Cherrapunji, the record holder for the most rain in a single year—22 987 millimetres. Use the statistics below to draw your climate graph.
Cherrapunji climate statistics

	
	Jan.
	Feb.
	Mar.
	Apr.
	May
	June
	July
	Aug.
	Sep.
	Oct.
	Nov.
	Dec.

	Temp. (°C)
	11
	13
	16
	18
	19
	20
	20
	20
	20
	19
	16
	12

	Rainfall (mm)
	20
	50
	220
	730
	1290
	2600
	2550
	1800
	1120
	430
	50
	10
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5. India is in the northern hemisphere. When India experiences summer, Australia experiences winter. Circle the season in which Cherrapunji receives the highest rainfall?

summer
autumn
winter

spring
6. Compare the temperature line in your climate graph for Cherrapunji with those of Australian capital cities (page 65). Explain the different shape.

___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
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