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Using and interpreting graphs

   Numeracy/Geography
Look at pages 16 and 17 of the atlas.
1. Describe the difference between a bar graph and a line graph.

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

2. Match the information with the best type of graph to show the data.
	Bar graph
	Australian migration from 1945 to 2010


	Line graph
	Number of senators from each Australian state and territory



	Pie chart
	Wheat production in selected countries


3. Look at the bar graph on page 50.
a. What is different about this bar graph?

________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
b. What other type of graph could have been used to show this information? Why?

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

c. How has the situation changed between 1975 and 2005?

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

4. Look pages 68 and 69.

a. What type of graph is this? 
________________________________________________________________

b. What does the graph show?

________________________________________________________________
c. What happened in the 1950s to change the trend line?

________________________________________________________________
d. Predict what Australia’s population will be in the year 2020.

________________________________________________________________

5. Look at pages 48 and 49.

a. What does the pie chart show? 
________________________________________________________________
b. What does the biggest part of the pie chart show?

________________________________________________________________


c. What type of graph has been used to show the number of people with no sanitation?

________________________________________________________________
d. How many people in South Asia have no sanitation? (Make sure you read the information on the vertical axis.)

___________________________________________________________
e. Look at the pictograph. What does it show?
________________________________________________________________
f. Why do you think the information has been shown in this way?

________________________________________________________________

6. Look at the world statistics section on pages 160 to163. 
a. Choose one category to represent in your own pictograph (see page 16). 
b. Select five countries for your pictograph—the highest, the lowest and three in-between that show different levels.

c. Design a symbol that will be easily recognised to represent your category.
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