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Numbers in Australian Government     Literacy/Citizenship
To be elected to government in Australia, each member of parliament needs to receive a winning number of votes. New laws can only be passed if a majority of parliamentarians vote for them.

1. In a House of Representatives election, candidates whose first preference votes make up an absolute majority (that is 50 per cent plus one) are elected.  If no candidate receives an absolute majority, the candidate with the smallest number of first preference votes is eliminated and their second preference votes are distributed to the remaining candidates. This is known as preferential voting. The table below shows the numbers of first preference votes in an election. 

	
	Brown
	Black
	Green

	First preference votes
	45
	35
	20

	+ second preferences
	
	
	

	Total votes
	
	
	


a. How many voters cast a vote in the election? ___________________________
b. How many votes are needed to win the election? ________________________
c. Which candidate was eliminated? _______________________________________
d. Complete the table to show what would happen if the eliminated candidate’s second preference votes were 4 for Brown and 16 for Black.
e. Which candidate won this election? _____________________________________
2. Use the information on the maps on page 74 to complete this table.
Members of Federal Parliament
	State
	House of Representatives
	Senate
	Total

	Western Australia
	
	
	

	Northern Territory
	
	
	

	South Australia
	
	
	

	Queensland
	
	
	

	New South Wales
	
	
	

	ACT
	
	
	

	Victoria
	
	
	

	Tasmania
	
	
	


3. To pass laws, both the House of Representatives and the Senate must vote for the proposed law. There are 76 Senators and half plus one of the Senators must vote in favour for a law to be passed.
a. How many Senators must vote for the proposed law? _________________

b. The Labor and Liberal parties usually vote against one another. How could the Labor Party have a law passed? 

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

	Party
	Senators

	Liberal/National Coalition
	37

	Australian Labor Party
	32

	Australian Greens
	5

	Family First
	1

	Independent
	1


4. Look at pages 74 and 75 of the atlas.
a. How is the Prime Minister selected?

________________________________________________________________
b. Use the timeline to order these Prime Ministers from oldest to most recent: Sir Robert Menzies, Robert Hawke, Alfred Deakin, Kevin Rudd, and John Howard.

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

c. Who served longest as prime minister—Bob Hawke or Malcolm Fraser?
	Prime minister
	Time served

	Bob Hawke
	

	Malcolm Fraser
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