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Finding places in an atlas                            Numeracy/Geography
Maps in atlases show many places and features. There are nearly 7000 place names in Oxford Atlas Project 2! Atlas maps contain grids to help us quickly find what we are looking for. Letters mark each of the columns in the grid and numbers represent each of the rows. The place where the column and row meet is known as the grid reference. Grid references for places and features shown in an atlas are found in the index. 
1. Turn to page 164 of the atlas and complete the page number and grid reference columns in the table below.

	Place name
	Page number
	Grid reference
	Population

	Abidjan
	134
	C2
	

	Adelaide
	
	
	

	Aitape
	
	
	

	Albany
	
	
	

	Alexandria
	
	
	


2. To locate Abidjan, turn to page 134 of the atlas.
a. Locate the letter C at the bottom of page 134. 

b. Place your right finger on the letter C. 

c. Find the number 2 at the side of the map. 

d. Place your left finger on the number 2. 

e. Keeping within the grid lines, move your right finger up and your left finger across until they meet at grid square C2. 

f. Locate Abidjan and use the key to discover its population. Complete this information in the table above.

3. Follow the steps shown in question 2 to complete the population column of the table in question 1.

4. Use the atlas to complete this table of Australian record holders.
	Record
	Record holder
	Page number
	Grid reference

	World’s largest seagrass beds
	
	81
	

	World’s largest single rock
	
	
	

	Australia’s largest lake
	
	
	

	World’s largest sand island
	
	
	

	Australia’s largest engineering project
	
	
	


5. Atlases use curved lines of latitude and longitude as the grid lines. The closer you get to the poles, the more curved the lines become and the more difficult it is to read the grid reference. Turn to page 13 of the atlas.

a. Which imaginary lines meet at the poles―latitude or longitude?

_________________________________________________________
b. On the map of North America, what happens to the shape of the grid as you move towards the North Pole? Draw a sketch to show what happens.

c. It is important to stay within the grid lines when reading grid references. Look at the example on page 13 that shows how to find the grid reference for Anchorage. Tom thought that Anchorage was located at grid reference D4. What did he do wrong?

_________________________________________________________
6. Turn to the map of Russia and central Asia on pages 128 and 129. 

a. Complete the names of these cities.

Nor__________ (I5)
Yak__________ (M5)
Chok__________ (O6)
b. Complete the names of these mountains.

Asa__________ (K3)
Kon__________ (F4)
Led__________ (R5)

c. Complete the following table to show the grid references for capital cities on the map.
	Capital city
	Country
	Grid reference

	Ulan Bator
	
	

	
	Japan
	

	Moscow
	
	

	Prague
	
	

	
	Norway
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