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Renewable energy




   Literacy/Geography
Only a small amount of the energy used in the world comes from renewable resources such as the Sun, the wind, the ocean’s tides, running water and the heat beneath the Earth’s surface. We will need to increase our use of renewable energy resources as non-renewable energy sources such as oil and coal run out.

1. Look at the information on pages 54 and 55 of the atlas.

a. What is renewable energy? _________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
b. Give five examples of different types of renewable energy from the large diagram.
_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

2. Look at the pie chart on page 55 of the atlas. 
a. How much of the energy used in the world comes from renewable resources?

________________________________________________________________
b. What type of energy resource do we use the most?

________________________________________________________________

3. Look carefully at the diagram and information about geothermal power on page 54 of the atlas. Complete the following procedure to show how this type of energy is produced.

Producing geothermal energy
Water is pumped from the geothermal power station into large _______________, 
some as deep as _______________  _______________.
The hot rocks under the Earth turn the water into _______________.
The _______________ is piped to the surface.
The _______________ is used to drive large ______________ and generate _______________. 
3. Turn to page 124. 
a. What is different about the wind farm shown in the photograph?

________________________________________________________________

b. Why are they located here?

________________________________________________________________
4. Read the information below about wind farms and answer the questions that follow.

Wind farms
Many people think that wind farms are a good idea because they are clean and don’t make pollution. These people also think it is a good idea to make use of natural resources such as wind and sunshine. People who don’t like wind farms say that birds can be killed by the blades of the turbines on a wind pump. They also say wind farms are ugly. People who like wind farms say that many more birds die from pollution than from the blades of the turbines. They also say that wind farms are beautiful. Perhaps wind farms are a good, clean way to make electricity in many areas.
a. What is the most convincing argument in favour of wind farms?

________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________

b. What is the most convincing argument against wind farms?
________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

c. Circle the statement that is incorrect.

i. The structure that pushes the blades is called a turbine.


ii. Energy from wind farms can be used as electricity.


iii. Wind is an unnatural resource.


iv. Wind farms are places where the energy of the wind is used
           to make electricity. 
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