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Classification of threatened animals  Numeracy/Science
Scientists classify animals in a number of different ways in order to study them. Threatened animals are classified in a special way so that they can be protected from becoming extinct.

1. The animals on pages 30 and 31 are classified into seven different groups according to where they live. Complete the following table to show this classification for each of the animals shown.

	Classification
	Example
	Population

	
	Musk oxen
	   100 000

	
	Burrowing owl 
	3 000 000

	
	Snow leopard
	       6 000

	
	Giraffe
	   140 000

	
	Bilby
	       9 000

	
	Emperor penguin
	   300 000

	
	White-handed gibbon
	     15 000


2. Three of the animals in the table above are classified as threatened species. List the three you think might be threatened and suggest one threat that might be placing each in danger.

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
3. Turn to pages 46 and 47 of the atlas.

a. When are animals classified as threatened?
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
b. How many species of animals are currently classified as threatened?
________________________________________________________________
c. Sort the threatened animals shown on pages 46 and 47 into their Red List
categories in the table below.
	Red List category
	Threatened animal
	Population

	Extinct
	Dodo
	0

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Extinct in the wild
	
	

	
	
	

	Critically endangered
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Endangered
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Vulnerable
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


d. Visit the Red List website (www.iucnredlist.org) and select two further animals in each category and add them to your table.

e. Select one animal from the Red List. Prepare a short project that includes the reasons why it is endangered and what is being done to protect it.
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