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                        Numeracy/Science
Water, water everywhere, nor any
drop to drink

This line from the poem ‘The Rime of the Ancient Mariner’ sums up what many sailors have faced—being surrounded by an ocean of salt water with not enough fresh drinking water. As the world population grows, our supplies of safe drinking water are dwindling. 

1. Look at pages 48 and 49. 
a. What percentage of the world’s water is available for us to use?

________________________________________________________________

b. What proportion of the world’s population does not have access to safe drinking water? 

________________________________________________________________
c. Look at the photograph of the young Indian girl. Why is she pictured
with a 10-litre jar balanced on her head?

________________________________________________________________

d. Look at the world map. Which continent has the lowest percentage of people with access to safe water? ______________________________________

Serah’s story 
Serah lives in the country of Ethiopia in Africa. Her day starts at 4 pm as she sprinkles a little water on the dirt floor of her home and sweeps. Poking a few sticks into her kerosene-tin stove she begins to cook a few kernels of wheat that will serve as breakfast for her family of six. Before they awake she makes her first journey to the village pump. Once there were three wells. The eight-metre one has dried up. The nine-metre well has a little brackish water at the bottom, which even the donkeys refused to drink. The flow from the pump of the 25-metre well had slowed to a painful trickle. There is just barely enough for everyone to drink.

While it takes her 25 minutes to walk down the hill to the pump it will take her

40 minutes to make the return journey with the 10-litre jar balanced on her head. This is a journey she must make at least twice a day. She tends not to drink as much as the others as she believes it is her role to look after her children before herself. This means that she cannot produce enough milk for her baby and he is often ill. The water contains parasites that make her other children sick but Serah has little choice. In this part of Africa water can bring not only life, but death too.

(This story is adapted from an article in The Independent, 7 March 2007.)

Reading for meaning
2. Complete the following activities to show you have understood the meaning of Serah’s story.
a. Select one sentence that shows that Serah uses very little water.
________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________
b. How many times a day does Serah visit the pump?



________________________________________________________________
c. Why do you think Serah’s journey back from the well takes 15 minutes longer than her trip to the well?

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

d. What does the author mean when he says ‘water can not only bring life, but death too’? 

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

Reading the visuals
3. Using the photograph of the young girl in the well on page 49 of the atlas, 
describe two additional things that you have learned about collecting drinking
water from wells.

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________
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