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Weather and the water cycle                        Literacy/Science
1. Review the temperature data collected, recorded and presented in the following chart. 

	Day
	Minimum temperature (°C)
	Maximum temperature (°C)
	Wind

	Sunday
	18
	28
	Light breeze

	Monday
	18
	28
	Fresh breeze

	Tuesday
	20
	36
	Calm

	Wednesday
	24
	38
	Light air

	Thursday
	28
	40
	Strong gale

	Friday
	16
	22
	Moderate breeze

	Saturday
	17
	24
	Light breeze


a. Look at pages 26 and 27 of the atlas. What causes the air above the
Earth to heat up? 

________________________________________________________________

b. The temperature range is the difference between the minimum and
maximum temperature in a day. Which day experienced the        
largest temperature range?      

________________________________________________________________

c. Use the Beaufort scale to work out the speed of the wind on:

i. Monday
____________________________________________________
ii. Tuesday    ____________________________________________________
iii. Thursday
____________________________________________________
d. Turn to page 67. What weather conditions were responsible for
Australia’s worst bushfire on 7 February 2009?
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________

e. Look at the table above. On which day is the bushfire risk the
greatest? Why?

________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
2. Look at the diagram of the water cycle on pages 26 and 27 of the atlas. Match these terms with their definition.


Condensation   A large collection of water drops

Precipitation     The process where a liquid changes into a gas or vapour

Cloud               The process where water vapour cools down and

                         changes to tiny drops of water

Evaporation      Evaporation of water from plants

Transpiration    Small drops of water get larger and larger in the clouds,
                         until they become so heavy they fall to the ground

 3. Outside, water is always changing from liquid to gas and back again. This process is called the water cycle. You can make a miniature water cycle.


You will need:


A large metal or plastic bowl
A bucket
A sheet of clear plastic wrap
A dry ceramic coffee mug
A large rubber band
Water

Method:

i. Put the bowl in a sunny place outside.
ii. Using the bucket, pour water into the bowl until it is about a quarter full.
iii. Place the mug in the centre of the bowl. Be careful not to splash any water into it.
iv. Cover the top of the bowl tightly with the plastic wrap.
v. Tie the rubber band around the bowl to hold the plastic wrap in place.


Use the terms, evaporation and condensation to explain what happens to the water inside the bowl?

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________
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