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Australia’s worst natural disaster     Literacy/Geography
In Australia, extreme weather conditions can result in natural disasters such as tropical cyclones, floods, droughts and bushfires. Australia’s worst natural disaster occurred on 7 February 2009, when bushfires destroyed 1800 homes and killed 173 people. 

1. Turn to page 67 of the atlas. 
a. What is a bushfire and when do they occur in Australia?

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________
b. Sketch a diagram below to explain how strong winds and embers combine to start new fires.

c. What were the weather conditions like in Victoria on 7 February 2009?

_______________________________________________________________
d. Use the aerial photograph of Kinglake after the fire to draw a map of
the damage. Include all important map features (page 5). The key should contain symbols for destroyed homes, safe homes, swimming pools, burnt cars, burnt trees, healthy trees, roads and driveways.

2. Read this personal recount of the Kinglake fire by resident Jason Lynn.
“You do fire guard meetings and they show you what it (fire) is like—it comes along the ground but this thing just came in the sky on the trees. When I was in the fire I thought 'this is just like hell'."

As the fire advanced Jason tried desperately to save his home, throwing buckets of water on the flames after his fire pump and hose exploded in the heat. Gas tanks at his house exploded around him before the fire finally reached his house and caused it to erupt in a ball of flames. With nothing left to save, Jason made a break for the safety of the roof of his shed.

"I got a ladder and climbed up with buckets of water. The fire was all around and I was trying to put that out, but the shed caught on fire from inside. It just exploded. I just hung on to the spouting and the spouting fell down and I just collapsed down on the ground.”

"I still had enough energy, so I just started going towards the paddock. I just got to that point when you are running and running and you can't run anymore. There was just no air, it was like you were breathing vapour."

Crawling on his hands and knees through thick smoke Jason felt his way along the ground to the dam at the back of his property. I just kept going and I could feel the bank of the dam. I felt like passing out so I didn't go in the dam very far, I just lay in it and put my head in the mud on the side.

"I could hear horns and stuff buzzing but I couldn't shout out. The next thing I heard someone say 'I found someone down here'. I just remember feeling their glove on my face.”

Herald Sun, 11 February 2009

a. Number the following list of the events in the order that they happened:
Jason crawls through smoke
shed burns down
Jason lies in dam
house burns down
Jason runs through smoke 
gas tanks explode

b. What do the following comments tell you about the bushfire?
i. ‘this is just like hell’
________________________________________________________________
ii. ‘it was like you were breathing vapour’
_______________________________________________________________
iii. ‘I could feel the bank of the dam’
_______________________________________________________________
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