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Worksheet 5.2 – What killed the dinosaurs?
One of the great historic mysteries is what killed most of the world’s dinosaurs. Like all great mysteries there seem to be many clues but not all of them make sense. Different people through time have interpreted these clues in different ways and have therefore come to different conclusions. 

Since the discovery of the first dinosaur bones, palaeontologists have tried to answer questions about how these animals lived, their diet, their habitat and their social structures. Of even more interest now, though, is how they died. The palaeontologists have been joined by a new group of scientists who study ancient climates. These paleoclimatologists are using dinosaur fossils—and the rocks, landforms and fossilized plants where the fossils are located—to find out if dramatic climate changes were responsible for the mass extinction of the dinosaurs about 65 million years ago. You can join them in piecing together the clues to one of Earth’s great historic mysteries at the following website: http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/evolution/educators/lessons/lesson1/act2.html
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