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Worksheet 2.1—Historical significance

What is the importance of imperialism and colonialism in world history?
Australia’s settlement was not only the result of a need to find a place to put excess convicts but also a concern that Australia might be settled by another European nation such as France or Russia. French ships entered Botany Bay soon after the First Fleet, Fort Denison (Pinchgut) in Sydney Harbour was built as a possible defence against the Russians and later on Germany established a colony in Papua-New Guinea. Nations such as the Netherlands, Portugal and France had develop colonies in areas such as modern day Indonesia and Indo-China, close to Australia but Great Britain did have a major colony in India.

As Australia was a British colony, it inherited many of the social, cultural, legal and political views and practices of its founder and established these as part of the new of the ‘culture’ in the colonies that spread around the continent. These views affected the relationship of the Australian colonies to the geographical area around them and to the rest of the world. The Australian colonies and New Zealand viewed themselves as an extension of Great Britain and did not relate well to their Asian neighbours. They feared the spread of ‘non’ British or European settlers into Australia and in many cases created laws to limit the number of Chinese, Islander or other ‘non white’ people who could land and settle.

It could be said that Australia and its near neighbour, New Zealand were recreations of Great Britain on the ‘other’ side of the world. While in many ways this is correct, these new colonies also created political and cultural changes that made them quite different from their ‘mother country’ and which stood them out in world history as leading nations of change. The new colonies such as New Zealand, South Australia and later the other Australian colonies, were some of the first countries to give equal political rights to women and to offer workers things such as the ‘Eight Hour Day’. These occurrences were a result not just of their foundation but also because of the beliefs carried by groups of settlers from their ‘mother country’. These settlers wanted to do away with some of the social, cultural and political practices that they felt had limited the ability of people to develop. The opportunities offered in the vastness of the land, the ability to create new social order through property, work and effort all developed a view of the new colonies as being places of egalitarianism and social advancement.

1
Considering the size of the Australian continent and its distance from Great Britain why do you think the British Government wanted to settle it rather than leave it to be settled by another Power such as France or Russia?

2
Why do you believe Australia and New Zealand ‘ignored’ their geographical place in the world and viewed themselves as an extension of Great Britain or Europe?

3
Reread the information about the struggle for the Eight Hour Day on page 51 of your text book. Why was it possible for workers in Australia to achieve this well ahead of their British counterparts?

4
Considering the similarity of the colonies to Great Britain why would Australia have been considered a working man’s paradise?

5
How had the social and political position of women changed in Australia? Why do you believe that women in New Zealand and in the Australian colonies were able to get the vote well before women in Great Britain? Give reasons for your views. 

6
The view that Australia and New Zealand held of themselves as British nations caused them to form groups such as the Anzacs to fight for Great Britain in the World War in 1901. Why do you believe these new colonies felt such a close tie to their ‘mother country’ considering the differences that developed, socially, politically and culturally?







Oxford Big Ideas History Level 6 ISBN 978 0 19 5562 1
© Oxford University Press Australia

