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Worksheet 4.1—Cause and Consequence

The origins of World War I
Sometimes an analogy is made between a jigsaw puzzle and the different reasons that are used to explain how and why World War I started, but it is a difficult analogy. The pieces of a jigsaw have no corners or straight edges that provide a starting point; they interlock but do not provide clear links.
1
After re-reading the chapter, define each of the following terms and provide an example from the period under examination that shows how it can be seen as part of the origins of World War 1.


arms race


nationalism


alliance


imperialism


militarism

2
Using the Internet and materials in your resource centre, look up each of the following events. State when the event took place, who was involved in it, why it occurred and the result of the event. After you have done this, consider the importance of these events as preludes to World War I. How did they indicate strengths, weaknesses, ideologies, grudges or intent?
The Franco-Prussian War

The Russo-Japanese War

The Morrocan Incident

The Balkan Wars

3
What was a dreadnought? How did the building of these weapons of war indicate an increase in the willingness of countries to commit to war or to peace?

4
What was the ‘Black Hand’? Explain how the actions of this group provided a final trigger for war.

5
Investigate the Triple Entente and the Triple Alliance. These two alliances or agreements divided the nations of Europe into two camps. How might they also have added to the fuel that would lead to war? 

6
At the end of World War I at the Treaty of Versailles, one of the many peace treaties, Article 231 (known as the ‘Guilt clause’) of the Treaty, blamed Germany and her supporters for starting the war. Read the extract of this Article below. Do you believe that this was a fair or true explanation for the origins of World War I? Explain your answer using as much evidence as you can to support your argument.

The Allied and Associated Governments affirm and Germany accepts the responsibility of Germany and her allies for causing all the loss and damage to which the Allied and Associated Governments and their nationals have been subjected as a consequence of the war imposed upon them by the aggression of Germany and her allies.
The Treaty of Versailles, 1919, Article 231
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