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Answers and Suggested Responses—
Chapter 5 — Social history and everyday life

Opening spread

5.1 How are societies organised?

1
Australia continued the system that was to become a liberal-democratic system which developed from the British Government at this time. Australia’s heritage was British and, because of this, a majority of social practices and beliefs continued in Australia even if in a slightly diluted form.
2
Some writers of Australian history have argued that in 1901 Australia was an egalitarian (equal) society where all have the same opportunities for development and advancement. Other writers suggest that while class and social division did exist it was not as obvious or permanent as the divisions found in Great Britain.
3
A person’s geographical location in Australia was important because of its size. The closer a person lived to a major urban centre—usually found on the coast—the greater his ability to participate actively in political and social decision making, as that was where the majority of the population lived. 
5.2 What factors change societies?

1
Technological changes improved people’s ability to communicate and to be involved in decision making. Society, in general, had greater access to information and greater ability to express their voice about issues.
2
In the post-war period, people’s desires or wishes would have increased for goods and services that were not available during the war, such as leisure or luxury items. People wanted to relax and be able to enjoy life again. This would have brought about a growth in economic demand.
3
Australia’s political leaders tend to direct the public’s attention either to internal matters (things that affect just Australia) or to external matter (things affecting Australia’s position in the world). Their personal ability, interests or leadership therefore direct the nation’s view of what is happening in the political world.
5.3 How does change affect individuals?

1
Attitudes about the social roles or positions that men or women held were challenged by the war. The differences in the number of each gender (in the post-war period, women outnumbered men) might have altered attitudes about other social attitudes as well.
2
New technology, such as improved communication and greater use of electricity in the home, led to changes in society. People had more leisure time and greater access to information about world events. This brought about a change in views about how time should be used and how widely people should be educated.
3
‘Consumer demand’ means the wants or needs of society expressed by the buying of goods and services. A rise in demand can cause increased production and an economic boom.
5.4 How does society respond to change?

1
People seem to be happy with ‘knowing’ what is expected of them. People find change difficult as they are unsure of what they should do and the effect that the change will have on them and their life style.
2
‘Revolutionary’ means ‘great change’, usually brought about by violence or social conflict that overthrows existing power structures or social practices.
3
‘Right’ and ‘left’ wing are terms used to indicate the two extremes of political position or thought. A person to the right believes in strong government control of society to benefit business and government. A person to the left believes officially in all people being equal and government existing to serve society, yet in practice such governments also become dominant over society.
5.1 How are societies organised?

What do you know about what shapes society?

1
The political ideology that dominated the western world in the period after World War I was liberal democracy.

2
The major alternative ideology that was established in Russia after the 1917 revolution was communism.

3
The name given to the rules that societies develop is ‘mores’.
4
Students will have different responses, but could include: Huge changes took place during the war, which caused people to question existing mores. Australia would have begun to question its role in relation to Britain, just as other colonies were questioning their relationship with their imperial powers. Women’s roles and the roles of subordinated peoples such as Australian Aborigines would change along with their changing roles during the war.
What do you know about Australia in the 1920s?

1
The changes that occurred in the 1920s in Australian politics reflected a changing attitude. People wanted political parties that reflected their views and hopes. This saw the creation of parties such as The Country Party, a voice for the country sector. The Prime Minister, Stanley Bruce, found that his conservative business voice did not reflect the forward thinking of the nation and lost not only his position as Prime Minister but his seat in parliament as well.

2
Australian society was urban based, strongly democratic, strongly in favour of ‘white Australia’, class based established by income and conservative in its view of the role of women.

3
Australians did not see Aborigines as being part of the population. It seems that there was a belief that they might die out as a race.

4
The two main Christian denominations that existed in Australia were Roman Catholic and Protestant, made up of several different branches of the protestant churches.

5
The Kanaka labourers were living in Queensland at this time as they provided a cheap source of labour in the cane fields. 

Big Ideas
1
Several Aborigines might have believed that there was an opportunity for change in attitude towards them in the 1920s and 1030s because many of their men had fought as soldiers during the war and had received equal treatment in the military. They also had developed groups to represent them. They would have seen the social change occurring and felt that they would be included in such change.

2
People of Polynesian background were working in the Queensland cane-fields because they had been brought there as cheap labour in the late 19th century and early 20th century.

3
The range of employment opportunities or women had grown during the war. By the 1920s it was assumed that women would work when they left school rather than that being the exception.

4
There were still many Chinese living in Australia in the 1920s, even though the White Australia policy had been adopted at Federation, because their families had been there since the gold rushes. A large number of the market gardens surrounding Australian cities were operated by people of Chinese descent.
5
James Scullin’s government was defeated because of the difficult economic climate and the divisions that occurred in the Labor Party due to this which caused it to split.
6
Bruce’s government was initially very popular because he was elected at a time when the economy seemed to be strong and growing and his policies encouraged private enterprise. He offered stability through is conservative views at the same time.

7
Student work to be assessed by teacher.

8
Student work to be assessed by teacher.

9
Student work to be assessed by teacher.

10
Student work to be assessed by teacher.

11
Student work to be assessed by teacher.

12
Student work to be assessed by teacher.
13
Student work to be assessed by teacher. 

14
Student work to be assessed by teacher. 

Section 5.2 What factors change societies?

What do you know about changes in Australia?

1
Returning servicemen might have found it difficult to settle in their old jobs or may have found that those jobs had been filled by women in their absence. Many might have wanted to look at new careers such as farming but while they were offered land they were not necessarily trained to hold such positions.

2
The Soldier Settlement Scheme was a proposal by the government under which tracts of land were offered to returning servicemen. 

3
Unfortunately the land was usually of poor standard, was too small in size and training was not provided to the prospective farmers with the result that most of the farms failed.

4
Charles Kingsford Smith flew from San Francisco to Brisbane in 1928. This was the first crossing of the Pacific by plane.

5
Radio changed people’s lives as it offered instant entertainment and news to people no matter where they lived. It opened up communication across the nation as well as with the rest of the world. 

What do you know about the Great Depression?

1
Early signs that developed economies were in trouble in the late 1920s were rises in unemployment and falling prices for agricultural goods.

2
The workers that were most affected by the Great Depression were those in production as demand dropped rapidly. In all over a quarter of the workforce became unemployed

3
The American Stock Market crash affected the rest of the world as America had become the major financier and creditor in post-war Europe. Its drop in investment meant that countries did not have access to funds to develop their economies.

4
Student work to be assessed by teacher.

5
The growth in exports, particularly in the primary sector caused recovery from the Great Depression as it returned money to the markets. It also meant that Australia had the ability to guarantee loans from overseas to build up its infrastructure.

Big ideas

1
The first pilot to fly across the Pacific Ocean was Charles Kingsford Smith along with Charles Ulm.

2
The flight across the Pacific was difficult because the weather was stormy and cloud was common. The pilots had to locate small islands along the way to land and refuel on by flying at sea level or then climbing to 3000 feet to try to get above the storms.

3
The provision of electricity to homes meant that a whole new range of electrical equipment could be used such as fridges, lights, vacuum cleaners and washing machines. This eased the load in the house and made house maintenance less time consuming

4
Radio became popular during this period as it provided entertainment, lessened feelings of isolation and enabled people to be up to date.
5
Big Brother and Dr Bernando were organisations that hoped to bring young men and women from countries such as Britain and give them new opportunities in Australia. They believed that the young people and the country would benefit, as they would receive chances they couldn’t get in Britain. Also, Australia would be able to meet its desired increases in the workforce and population.
6
The Australian government encouraged immigration strongly at the end of WWI to provide workers for the booming economy and to help Australia’s population growth so that it would be more secure.
7
Student work to be assessed by teacher.

8
Student work to be assessed by teacher.

9
Student work to be assessed by teacher.

10
Student work to be assessed by teacher.

11
Student work to be assessed by teacher.

12
Student work to be assessed by teacher.

13
Student work to be assessed by teacher.

14
Student work to be assessed by teacher.

15
Flight contributed greatly to Australia’s position in the world.
Australia’s pilots showed that flight was possible to Australia opening it to new and future international. Australia’s pilots opened Australia itself by establishing companies such as Qantas and setting up support facilities linked by flight.

16
The electric technologies of the 1920s and 1930s changed the lifestyle of Australian men and women. Household chores became less time consuming freeing women to work if they wished. Film and radio opened new areas of relaxation and leisure and brought the rest of the world to Australia.
17
Student work to be assessed by teacher.

18
Student work to be assessed by teacher.
19
Student work to be assessed by teacher.

20
Worksheet answers are provided separately.

5.3 How does change affect individuals?

What do you know about the Roaring Twenties?

1
People rejected the rules and conventions of the Victorian era because their social attitudes changed. They wanted greater freedom and the ability to relax and enjoy themselves after the trauma of the war years.

2
Art Deco was significant in this period because it reflected a fresh approach to life. It was simple and decorative, easily and cheaply available, and well designed. It was a visible symbol of the new approach to life of the period.

3
Some people saw dances such as the Charleston as scandalous because of the exaggerated body movements and the closeness of the dancers to each other.

4
Prohibition was the term used to describe the banning of the sale of alcoholic drinks over 0.5% alcoholic content in the USA between 1919 and 1933. Such a ban would be difficult to enforce today, as it was then, because people felt that it was a restriction of their freedom of choice. It is, however, enforced in some Islamic countries where the drinking of alcohol is prohibited.
What do you know about the 1930s?

1
Chain stores such as Coles and Woolworths benefited from the 1930s as people wanted to be able to go to one centre to satisfy their needs and wants. They enjoyed being able to buy a variety of goods in one spot for lower prices than they could at individual stores.

2
Sporting heroes became popular in the 1930s as they offered encouragement and hope in a period of difficulty. They offered Australia hope by showing that Australia could win against the bigger nations of the world.

3
David Potts’ book The Myth of the Great Depression has been criticised for being too simplistic in its approach. Historians have argued that his views did not look at a broad enough section of society. 

4
Jesse Street and Nancy-Bird Walton inspired women in the 1930s by showing them that they could stand out or speak up. Street and Walton were examples of successful women, and they provided opportunities and resources for women to organise and lobby for change.

5
Women and children were preferred employees in the 1930s because they were cheaper to employ. Their wages were much lower in comparison to those of men. 

Big ideas

1
The US government was finally able to imprison Al Capone on tax evasion charges rather than criminal charges.

2
The American city that Al Capone ‘controlled’ was Chicago.

3
The city family seemed to feel the effect of the Depression more directly. The family had to split and the father struggled to find work. Many city children went hungry and had limited clothing. The country family struggled with finances but were able to keep their family together, as well as help others. The provision of food and clothing was difficult but was achieved. If the family could not use cash for something then they went without, they did not run up credit.

4
Young people were able to gain employment during the Depression because they were paid lower wages and therefore were cheaper to employ.
5
Sport became a morale booster as it was an area in which Australia achieved well. It provided Australians with positive images and a sense of pride in the nation. Australia excelled in many areas so this positive view went across the whole nation rather than influencing just a few.

6
Women’s fashion during this period reflected a sense of freedom. Youth was emphasised and the new fashion ideas showed women as men’s equals, free to socialise and travel rather than being tied to home.

7
Student work to be assessed by teacher.

8
Student work to be assessed by teacher.

9
Worksheet answers are provided separately.

10
Student work to be assessed by teacher.

11
Student work to be assessed by teacher.

12
Student work to be assessed by teacher.
13
Student work to be assessed by teacher.

5.4 How does society respond to change?

What do you know about responses to the Great Depression?

1
The Communist Party of Australia formed in the period before World War I, as it grew by 4000 members during the Great Depression.

2
Three right wing groups that appeared in Australia at a similar time were the Old Guard, the New Guard and the White Army.

3
The majority of people who became members of the New Guard were returned servicemen.

4
Captain de Groot, a member of the New Guard, is best known for slashing the ribbon to open the Sydney Harbour Bridge just before the Premier of NSW was meant to.
What do you know about the Aboriginal civil rights movement?

1
Aborigines sought the rights of full citizenship and equality of treatment under law on the Day of Mourning.

2
The Day of Mourning was organised to raise awareness of the problems faced by Aborigines. It was held on this day when European-descended Australians were celebrating their landing in Australia 150 years before.

3
Margaret Tucker was a prominent organiser of the Day of Mourning. She was a member of the Australian Aborigine’s League and was a leading proponent of Aboriginal rights.

4
Student work to be assessed by teacher.

Big ideas

1
The creation of the Communist Party of Australia caused concern in some members of Australian society because it was inspired by Marxist ideas about revolution and some people believed that it was controlled by the Soviet Union.

2
The views of the CPA and of the Labor Party were in some ways similar. Both parties were believers in socialism—the provision and management of certain services, such as welfare, by the state rather than by profit-seeking private enterprise.

3
The creation of the CPA made it difficult for the Labor Party to get into government because its attackers could too easily say that the parties were similar, and that therefore the Labor Party wanted to bring about radical change like the Communist Party.

4
Jack Lang, the Premier of New South Wales, was removed from his position as Premier by the Governor because he refused to let his government pay interest on loans to banks, and he was in conflict with the Federal government over the collection of taxes for it.

5
Jack Lang explained his refusal to pay interest payments to overseas banks because he wanted to use the money to create employment opportunities in New South Wales.

6
The New Guard and similar Australian groups were formed to oppose the threat felt by their members from policies of the ‘left’. They feared that communism and other leftist ideas threatened Australia’s lifestyle.

7
Jack Lang continued with his policies in New South Wales even when it brought him into conflict with the Federal Labor Government because he believed it was the way to overcome the economic difficulties that they were in.

8
Aborigines in the 1920s and 1930s did not have the rights to education, housing, equal wages, the vote or ownership of land.
9
Student work to be assessed by teacher.

10
Roosevelt, in his New Deal wanted to address unemployment, farm income, business income, banking regulations, social security and national recovery.

11
Student work to be assessed by teacher.

12
Student work to be assessed by teacher.

13
Student work to be assessed by teacher.

14
Student work to be assessed by teacher.

15
Student work to be assessed by teacher.

16
Student work to be assessed by teacher.

17
Student work to be assessed by teacher.

18
Student work to be assessed by teacher.

19
Student work to be assessed by teacher.

Transferring Ideas—Mussolini’s Italy

5.1 How are societies organised?

1
Italy had hoped to gain territory and political power and position at the conclusion of World War I. It gained neither and its political, social and economic systems were being challenged by new thoughts and beliefs. The power of the monarchy was questioned and the position and strength of the Roman Catholic Church was changing. Italy found that, rather than having a period of stability at the end of the war, it faced a time of great challenge and change without the structures that had existed in the past.

2
Groups from both the political right and left wanted to remove power from the monarchy and assume it for themselves.

3
The King and the Church had previously offered political and social stability, and cohesiveness. Their diminishing power and position left a ‘gap’ that was open for change to occur within.

5.2 What factors change societies?

1
World-wide economic influences had a great effect on Italian businesses because they were left without government support and protection. Their lack of viability and inability to compete internationally brought about bankruptcies and high unemployment.

2
The economic crisis of the late 1920s brought about threats to existing working conditions and high unemployment. These effects resulted in an increase in strikes and in street riots.

3
The Italian middle class felt that the government had betrayed them, when as a result of the strikes and riots, they cut food costs in half. It seemed that the government was supporting the demands of the rioters rather than enforcing social order.

5.3 How does change affect individuals?

1
Mussolini’s intent in establishing the Fasci Italiani di Combattimento was to oppose communism, by force if necessary.
2
The Italian government did nothing because its hold on power was weak and it was worried that opposition to Mussolini and his demands would result in its downfall.

3
The purpose of the fascist militia was to put down opposition forcibly and to ensure that anyone who spoke out against Mussolini would be quickly and effectively silenced.

5.4 How does society respond to change?

1
The policies of the Partito Nazionale Fascista appealed to many Italians because the party appeared to be economically favourable to them and Italy in general, and the party itself seemed politically strong.

2
The meaning of the fascist slogan was basically that the State was central and vital. Its views and ideology had to be supported and that it was totally in control, with no rights of the people to speak against it.

3
Having the King call on Mussolini to form a government gave him and his party political legitimacy. This in turn gave him the position and power that he needed to impose his authority on the State without appearing to be seizing power illegally.
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