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Worksheet 4.3—Extension (for Chapter 4.4)

The consequences of World War I
The consequences of World War I brought about many changes. Consideration needs to be given to the social, economic and political consequences and the reshaping of the world political order after the end of the war. The worksheet will provide you with some information but you will need to carry out further research to gather extra information.

	Consequences of World War I

	Dollar cost
	$337 billion (US) in 1918 dollars.

	Deaths and wounded
	Over nine million soldiers were killed and 21 million soldiers were wounded.

	Political change
	New nations were created.

Four empires collapsed or were destroyed

Nationalist movements developed or revolted in established colonies

New world powers emerged

	Social change

	Birth rates were lowered greatly.

Urban areas expanded.

Social distinction or class differences were blurred.


As the table shows, the world changed greatly politically; through revolution or failure the Russian, Austro-Hungarian, German and Ottoman monarchs left their thrones either during or as part of the aftermath of the war. Several new nations emerged from their shattered empires.

The existing colonies of both losing and winning imperial powers had been affected by the war as well. Often increased trade or the demand for troops had seen greater autonomy (independent action) develop. In areas such as India and Africa, movements grew that sought change in governance if not full autonomy. Whenever this was unsuccessful, rebellion or revolution followed. The brutality of the European battlefields truly questioned the so called ‘superiority’ that had been felt by Europeans over other peoples prior to the war.

In the East, the Japanese began to gain great political strength based on negotiations with the Allies. These saw China weakened and areas such as the Shantung Province being recognised by the Allies as being under Japanese control. In turn, Chinese societies grew to protest this, some of which would be influenced by the successful communist revolution in Russia, with leaders such as Mao Zedong heavily involved in the protest of 4 May 1919.
Social change as a consequence of the war was obvious as well. Survivors of the war were often scarred by their experiences and could not or would not return to the roles they played before the war. With the deaths of generations of young men, women came to the fore in the workplace and politically, often gaining the franchise post-war. Birth numbers were badly affected by the lack of young men.

Civilians who had been moved by the war often settled in urban rather than rural areas. Others became refugees, moving away from the carnage of the war. People questioned the social or political views that they had held in the past and sought economic, social and political equality.
1
Look at the maps of pre- and post-war Europe on page 133 of the textbook. List the new or reconstituted nations that emerged in post-war Europe. From which countries were these new nations created?

2
Carry our research and then detail your findings as to what happened to the monarchs of Russia, Germany, the Austro-Hungarian Empire and the Ottoman Empire.

3
Why do you think people would have decided to move to the urban areas of countries rather than return to the rural areas that they had lived in before the start of the war?

4
Carry out research to show the effect or consequence of the war on British control of India. Show your results below.

5
The war was economically very costly: over $337 billion in 1918 terms. How did the winners decide how some of this money might be recovered at the conclusion of the war? What was the effect of this decision on Germany?

6
Discuss how the position of the world at the end of the war might have helped the development of women’s rights and moves towards equal opportunity.
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