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Worksheet 5.2—Evidence

The Great Depression: Personal accounts
It is very hard for a generation of people who have grown up without warfare or poverty caused by economic depression to understand what it was like for people who lived through this type of event. In this exercise you will be asked to read several accounts of life during the Great Depression. These have all been written by people who lived through the period, usually as a young child, although some accounts are from older people. In order to read the accounts you will need to access them on the Internet at the following Government of Australia site:

http://www.seniors.gov.au/internet/seniors/publishing.nsf/Content/Living+History+Archived+Topic-The+Great+Depression
There are several accounts here, but look particularly at five of them:
· The Depression years, 1930s

· Look for the silver lining . . .
· The Great Depression of the 1930s Part A

· Childhood adventures during the Great depression

· The Swagman—Human Face of the Depression

There are further accounts at http://rememberwhen.u3anet.org.au/. Stories at this site include:
· Surviving the Great Depression

· Our Shanty

· Gentlemen of the Road

· Thoughts of the Depression Years

All the accounts are from people living in Australia. They have been collected many years after the time that they are describing. They are listed at a ‘seniors’ site which would indicate that they are part of a project to collect either oral or written evidence from people in their latter years concerning a period earlier in their life.
You can look at http://aso.gov.au/titles/documentaries/bread-and-dripping/ (clip1) as well for some documentary information.
1
In your own words, explain what these different accounts have in common.
2
The majority of these accounts are collected from people reflecting on the past from memory. What difficulties could be encountered when using these accounts as sources for a factual history of the period?
3
From what you have learned after reading ‘Gentlemen of the Road’ and ‘The Swagman—Human Face of the Depression’, what did ‘taking to the road’ mean during the Great Depression?
4
‘Look for the silver lining . . .’ describes life during the Great Depression in a fairly happy manner. Why does the author of this piece feel that the Depression, while difficult, was a time of happiness for her?
5
Jack Mott describes life in ‘Our Shanty’ as very difficult. How did his family cope when there was no food? 

6
How were children in the Great Depression able to help their families? Provide evidence to support your statements.
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