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Worksheet 1.2 Taking geographic photographs
An important skill in geography is the ability to capture a scene on camera that shows exactly what you want it to. Most of the photographs in your text book have been taken by professional photographers who spend their days travelling the planet and taking thousands of stunning photographs. The best of their photos are then sold to publishers for use in books and other visual materials such as posters and advertising brochures. With a few tips and tricks of these professionals you should be able to capture images that immediately give your fieldwork report or AVD a real impact. Here are some of those tips and tricks.
1
Get up close and personal with your camera. Have you ever read the instruction book or CD that came with your digital camera? Do you know what all the features are? Do you just rely on Auto Mode all the time? The best way to improve your photo taking skills may be to browse your camera’s user guide and find out what your camera is capable of doing. One of the most important features is the ability to override the automatic exposure. If the scene you are photographing is too dark try overexposing the image, conversely if it is too bright try underexposing the image. 

2
Hold it steady. Even small digital cameras have the ability to be mounted on a tripod. Have a look under the camera to see if there is a place to screw in a tripod. Your school may have a tripod that you can borrow. Practice holding your camera steady.
3
Noughts and crosses. Imagine that the LCD screen or viewfinder on your camera is divided into 9 equal squares such as you would use to play noughts and crosses. There are 4 places on the screen where lines would intersect. Place the most important feature you are photographing at one of these four points. This is particularly effective for portraits (photographs of people). This technique has been used in this photo with the fire-fighter’s face at one of the four intersecting points. Also take note of what he is doing. A photo is much more interesting if the subject is actually doing something rather than posing for a photograph.
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4
The rule of thirds. Most of the images you would capture as a geographer are likely to be of landscapes rather than people. Photographers use what they call the ‘rule of thirds’ when capturing a landscape. Put simply, the horizon should be one-third from the top of the frame if you want to focus on the land or one-third from the bottom of the frame if you want to focus on the sky. This rule has been applied to these two images from your textbook. If you flick through the text you will be surprised at how often photographers use this simple trick when photographing a landscape.
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5
What’s it all about? Remember that your photograph is part of your geography field work or study. You are probably trying to answer a key question as part of your fieldwork. It could be a question like ‘how does tourism impact on this environment?’ or ‘to what extent do natural processes shape this environment?’ Make sure that your photograph clearly illustrates an important aspect of the answer to this question. A geography photograph is not the same as a holiday snap. A report on a field trip to the coast to find out about longshore drift will not be improved with photos of you and your friends sunbathing or playing beach cricket! Remember what you’re there for and come back and play, and photograph, beach cricket another time.

6
Time to practice. Head to a natural environment such as a forest, stream or coast and practice composing your photos using the rule of thirds. Keep checking the exposure levels and the steadiness of your camera. Try taking photos of people doing things rather than just posing and follow the noughts and crosses method. You may have to take a few photos and delete the ones that didn’t work. Choose your best three photos and set up a digital display on the school computer network or print them out and set up a wall in your classroom as a photo gallery.
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